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SOMERSWORTHl 


Foreword 


This  report  is  published  to  inform  the  people  of  Somers- 
worth  of  the  functions  of  their  municipal  government.  It  also 
provides  documentary  evidence  concerning  the  stewardship  of 
its  officials. 

While  detailed  data  in  considerable  volume  has  been 
eliminated  from  the  various  departmental  reports,  the  facts 
are  on  file  at  the  office  of  the  city  clerk  and  citizens  are 
welcome  at  all  times  to  view  the  records. 

In  brief,  the  report  contains  an  analysis  of  activities  and 
expenditures  of  the  various  departments  for  the   fiscal  year. 


naugural  Address 


Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council: 

The  first  Tuesday  of  January,  biennially,  is  the  date  fixed 
by  our  City  Charter  on  which  those  of  us  chosen  in  November 
by  the  people,  take  over  our  duties  as  the  City  Government 
for  the  next  two  years.  For  the  mayor,  it  has  another  signifi- 
cance. It  provides  the  opportunity  to  discuss,  in  a  general  way, 
the  state  of  our  community  financially  and  otherwise;  to  men- 
tion some  of  the  problems  recently  encountered  and  those  ex- 
pected in  the  future. 

We  all  realize  that  the  well-being  of  any  community  de- 
pends largely  on  the  opportunities  provided  for  its  citizens  to 
work,  to  e.=tablish  and  maintain  their  homes,  to  educate  their 
cliildren  and  to  make  some  provision  for  security  in  late  years. 
A  community  with  varied  and  prosperous  industries  provides 
those  opportunities  and  is  a  happy  one.  I  think  that  the  econ- 
omic history  of  Somersworth  is  proof  of  what  I  say:  It  would 
serve  no  useful  purpose  to  go  into  detail,  but  most  of  you  can 
well  recall  that  only  a  few  years  ago  when  our  one  and  only 
industry  first  slowed  down  and  then  permanently  closed— we 
were  far  from  being  a  happy  community.  Since  then  there  has 
been  a  gradual  and  complete  change.  We  are  no  longer  depen- 
dent on  one  industry,  instead  we  have  a  diversification  that 
means  some  hope  even  under  generally  poor  business  conditions. 
This  change  was  not  without  its  price  and  its  hardship.  Many 
of  our  people  were  compelled  to  go  elsewhere  to  make  a  living — 
many  of  our  small  business  went  out  of  existence.  Financial 
problems  were  faced  and  met  in  order  to  help  where  it  was 
needed  most  and  to  maintain  as  well  as  possible  the  appear- 
ance of  a  still  hopeful  community.  Only  the  spirit  of  our  citi- 
zens and  the  effort  of  those  who  served  before  us  in  the  city 
government  made  the  burden  seem  light.  Their  courage  and 
foresight  opened  the  way  for  us  to  carry  on.  It  is  my  pleasure 
to  say  to  you  that,  in  my  opinion,  Somersworth  has  never  faced 
a  more  happy  or  prosperous  future.  The  cost  of  our  past  ex- 
perience has  been  mostly  paid — today  our  city  has  outstanding 
one  Water  Works  Improvement  Bond  in  the  amount  of  $3,000 
and  a  Highway  Equipment  note  in  the  amount  of  $15,000    is- 
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sued  last  year  in  payment  for  badly  needed  equipment  not 
available  during  the  war. 

The  change  in  our  industrial  picture,  the  opportunities 
now  provided  and  those  to  come  in  the  future  will  also  bring 
new  problems.  New  challenges  will  constantly  appear  and  they 
must  be  met  fairly  and  squarely  if  we  are  to  keep  the  gains 
that  have  been  made  and  if  we  are  to  continue  to  progress. 

The  experience  of  the  last  two  years  is  typical  of  what 
we  can  expect.  Two  years  ago  in  my  inaugural  address  I  said: 
"It  is  definitely  a  duty  of  city  government  to  make  every  ef- 
fort within  its  power  to  provide  jobs  for  its  citizens  by  en- 
couraging present  industries  to  stay  and  expand  and  by  seeking 
new  and  desirable  ones  to  replace  those  that  have  to  go.  Final 
success  can  only  be  assured  by  our  showing  that  we  ai"e  a 
sound,  active  and  interested  community,  one  which  will  make 
every  effort  to  meet  the  just  demands  of  industry  and  labor." 
Again,  I  am  most  pleased  to  report  progress  being  made.  After 
considerable  effort  on  the  part  of  the  State  Planning  Board,  our 
representatives  in  Congress,  City  Officials  and  myself  the 
deal  in  which  the  General  Electric  Company  purchased  the 
former  Navy  building  was  finally  closed  and  General  Electric 
is  now  a  part  of  our  City.  The  effort  spent  in  inducing  such 
a  company  to  come  here  must  not  be  lost  by  any  failure  on  our 
part  to  convince  all  concerned  that  they  are  welcome  and  that 
we  want  them  to  remain.  The  plant  is  already  in  operation 
but  only  on  a  small  scale  compared  to  what  is  expected  in  the 
future.  I  am  informed  that  about  a  year  from  now  about  1200  to 
1500  people  will  be  employed  with  an  annual  payroll  of  around 
three  million  dollars.  I  am  more  than  pleased  to  have  been 
among  those  taking  part  in  the  negotiations  to  bring  this  in- 
dustry to  Somersworth  and  I  want  to  thank,  most  sincerely,  all 
those  who  in  any  way  helped.  Great  as  the  benefits  will  be  to 
all  of  us  there  is  the  added  obligation  to  provide  for  the  health 
and  general  welfare  of  our  people  and  those  who  will  come. 
The  fulfilment  of  this  obligation  means  cost  and  a  most  careful 
approach  must  be  taken,  otherwise,  the  healthful  financial  con- 
dition we  now  enjoy  will  rapidly  disappear.  We  must  improve 
what  we  have  and  must  expand  but  we  must  do  it  carefully  and 
thoughtfully,  in  limits  within  our  ability  to  pay  what  it  costs. 
A   heavy  burden  of  taxation  must   not  be  thrown   on  property 


owners  and  industry.  Long  range  planning  must  be  done  and 
done  most  efficiently. 

I  would  like  for  a  few  minutes  to  mention  some  depart- 
ments and  some  of  our  most  urgent  problems.  The  first  and 
immediate  problem  is  to  find  ways  and  means  of  providing 
ample  sewerage  disposal  for  those  sections  of  the  city  which 
are  now  fast  becoming  residential  areas,  or  which  through  a 
period  of  years  have  now  become  so  populated  that  without 
proper  sewerage  disposal  in  a  short  time  will  become  a  menace 
to  the  health  of  the  community,  and  then  also  at  the  same  time 
provide  for  those  outside  of  the  compact  sections  of  the  city 
ample  water  from  the  city's  supply  for  family  use  and  fire 
protection. 

With  an  engineer  and  the  superintendents  of  Water  and 
Streets  inspection  trips  about  the  city  were  made  and  it  was 
generally  agreed  that  there  are  six  areas  to  be  considered  in 
this  connection,  namely; 

1  High  street,   (Patterson  Housing  Project) 

2  High   Street,   (Laurier  Piatt) 

3  Lower  Main  Street 

4  Buffumville     Road     (proposed    housing    project    of 
about  35  homes) 

5  Main  Street  Outlet  (at  Ruel's) 

6  West   High    Street 

By  authorization  of  the  Council  the  services  of  an  engineer 
■were  secured  and  a  survey  by  him  of  those  areas  was  made — 
I  have  just  received  his  detailed  report  and  I  am  not  ready 
to  make  specific  recommendations  —  however  —  an  immediate 
study  must  and  will  be  made  of  the  report  so  that  as  soon  as 
it  has  been  decided  how  much  of  this  proposed  construction 
should  be  completed  this  coming  season,  orders  can  be  placed, 
for  we  know  that  material  is  still  scarce  and  the  cost  is  very 
high. 

SCHOOLS 

Our  schools  have  experienced  several  changes  in  the  past 
two  years  and  it  is  pleasing  to  see  that  we  are  moving  along 
■with  the  rapid  changes  in  the  educational  program  of  the  State. 
A  major  change  was  the  discontinuance  of  noon  transportation 
which  was  voted  by  the   School  Board,  not  to  save  money,  but 
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anticipating  that  in  the  next  few  years  a  larger  enrollment 
would  necessitate  additional  busses  to  get  the  children  home 
and  back  to  school  in  the  limited  time  of  the  noon  hour.  This 
move  was  followed  by  the  introduction  of  a  noon  lunch  pro- 
gram which  has  already  proven  to  be  a  great  step  forward 
in  the  health  and  training  of  a  child. 

The  School  Board  has  suggested  that  our  athletic  teams 
compete  with  schools  of  equal  size — I  am  completely  in  accord 
with  this.  I  believe  fair  competition  develops  good  sportsman- 
ship, confidence  and  character  in  our  youth.  Lack  of  a  practice 
field  for  football  has  greatly  inconvenienced  the  coaches  and 
players  who  were  forced  to  practice  in  Berwick — we  must  give 
this  problem  our  attention  and  remedy  this  if  at  all  possible. 

We  have  a  competent  teaching  staff  producing  results 
under  somewhat  limited  facilities,  therefore,  I  will,  in  a  few 
days,  appoint  a  committee  to  study  the  needs  of  a  new  ele- 
mentary building  and  possible  addition  to  the  High  School. 
In  order  that  our  children  receive  an  adequate  education  we 
must  provide  for  them  proper  building  facilities  along  with 
a  competent  teaching  staff.  The  Burleigh  School  is  out-dated 
• — the  Chandler  School  is  not  satisfactory  due  to  its  lack  of 
facilities  for  school  lunches,  assemblies  and  other  activities 
plus  the  lack  of  playground  space  for  the  children.  Space  in 
the  High  School  is  also  limited  and  with  the  anticipated  growth 
in  school  population  this  condition  will  get  worse.  We  have 
already  applied  for  and  received  funds  from  the  Federal  gov- 
ernment for  planning  purposes.  This  money  is  to  be  used  for 
detailed  planning  and  does  not  have  to  be  repaid  in  the  event 
that  construction  does  not  take  place.  With  this  money  avail- 
able the  committee  can  study  and  plan  for  the  future.  We 
have  three  years  to  decide  whether  the  recommendations  of 
the  committee  will  be  desired  and  approved  by  the  people. 
Should  it  be  decided  that  we  do  not  build  it  will  not  cost  the 
city  one  penny.  On  the  other  hand  if  the  expected  growth  of 
the  school  population  requires  more  space  and  more  facilities, 
we  will  be  ready.  Along  with  this  program,  and  also  with 
Federal  funds,  I  recommend  very  strongly  the  study  of  a  much 
needed  auditorium,  one  that  could  be  used  for  any  and  all 
civic  affairs  as  well  as  for  basketball  and  other  school  needs. 

This  auditorium,  one  which  the  whole  city  could   use,   old 


and  young  alike,  could  very  well  be  dedicated  to  our  veterans. 
I  believe  a  living  inemorial  of  this  kind  which  the  veterans  of 
today  could  use  and  enjoy  as  well  as  their  children  of  tomor- 
row, would  be  far  more  fitting  in  remembrance  of  their  ser- 
vices than  a  statue  or  placque  of  some  kind. 


WATER 

The  Water  Department  at  the  present  time  is  in  very  good 
condition.  The  water  from  our  wells  is  tested  semi-monthly  by 
the  State  Board  of  Health  and  their  reports  show  the  water 
to  be  above  standard.  Throughout  the  dry  spell  and  during  the 
fire  hazard  a  check  of  our  wells  was  made  periodically  and 
showed  no  great  depreciation  in  supply,  during  times  that 
water  was  being  so  extensively  used. 

The  past  year  the  Department  has  installed  forty-two  new 
services  and  renewed  eighteen  services  throughout  the  city 
v/hich  included  the  installation  of  twenty  new  meters  and  fifteen 
newly  repaired  meters. 

Approximately  700  feet  of  6  inch  main  was  added  to  our 
system  on  High  Street  including  the  installing  of  two  hydrants 
and  extension  of  300  feet  of  two  inch  pipe  on  Laurier  Piatt. 

Throughout  the  shortage  of  water  during  the  dry  spell  a 
temporary  line  of  twenty-six  hundred  feet  of  copper  tubing 
was  laid  on  the  lower  part  of  Main  Street  to  care  for  those 
whose  wells  had  gone  dry  and  had  no  access  to  water  only  by 
the  hauling  of  same. 

I  shall  recommend  that  a  new  service  truck  be  purchased 
for  this  Department  and  that  as  soon  as  funds  will  permit  the 
Standpipe  be  repaired  and  repainted. 


CEMETERY 

This  Department  operated  by  a  Board  of  Trustees  should 
be  commended  for  its  splendid  work  both  in  the  wise  expendi- 
ture of  its  appropriation  and  funds  and  for  keeping  within  its 
appropriation,  and  for  the  general  appearance  of  the  Cemetery 
grounds  throughout  the  season. 

Realizing  that  at  the  present  high  prices  of  labor  and  ma- 
terials   that   it    is   almost  impossible   to    make    any    great   im- 
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pi'ovements,  my  only  recommendation  is  that  the  avenues 
within  the  Cemetery  be  treated  this  season  with  oil  to  insure 
the  upkeep  of  the  same. 

PLAYGROUNDS 

Believing  that  too  much  cannot  be  done  in  providing 
athletic  and  recreational  facilities  for  our  children  and  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  recommendations  in  my  inaugural  address 
of  two  years  ago,  a  baseball  diamond  and  athletic  field  was 
built  at  the  Noble  Pines.  I  think  that  you  will  agree  that  it  is 
one  of  the  best  in  this  area.  Much  credit  is  due  to  Supeiinten- 
dent  of  Cemeteries,  John  R.  Hodsdon,  and  Superintendent  of 
Streets,  Arthur  Gaudette,  and  their  crews  who,  along  with 
their  regular  work,  did  most  of  the  canstruction  work.  I  ex- 
tend my  sincere  thanks  to  all  of  them  for  the  fine  results  ob- 
tained. The  total  cost  for  fence,  backstop  and  bleachei's  was 
$6400.  and  this  small  investment  provided  an  excellent  place 
for  our  youths  to  play  and  the  older  people  to  relax.  I  sin- 
cerely hope  that  the  twilight  league  will  continue. 

In  addition  there  was  considerable  organized  play  for  the 
younger  children  under  the  direction  of  the  playground  Su- 
pervisors. Two  hundred  and  twenty-five  children  were  taken 
to  the  Rodeo  in  Dover  and  fifty-five  boys  went  to  Boston  to  a 
major  league  ball  game. 

I  strongly  recommend  a  continuation  of  this  program  and 
that  the  athletic  field  be  carefully  kept  up. 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT 

The  impoi'tance  of  thi%  Department  in  respect  to  the 
safety  of  the  people  and  property  demands  that  the  City  have 
an  organization  of  personnel  and  equipment  that  is  capable  and 
willing  to  provide  the  necessary  protection  from  fire.  The  per- 
sonnel must  be  organized  and  it  must  be  willing  at  all  times 
to  perform  its  duties.  For  many  years  there  has  been  no  change 
in  the  organization  of  the  Fire  Department,  and  I  believe 
that  the  time  has  come  when  some  changes  must  be  made  in 
order  to  assure  our  community  that  it  will  have  the  protec- 
tion it  demands.  Within  a  few  days  I  hope  to  be  able  to  recom- 
mend to  the  City  Council  a  few  changes  which  I  believe  will 
make  for  greater  efficiency. 
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HIGHWAYS 

The  effect  of  not  being  able  to  replace  or  add  to  the  equip- 
ment of  the  Highway  Department  during  the  war  years  was 
that  our  busiest  City  department  was  in  a  very  poor  mechani- 
cal condition  two  years  ago.  The  inefficiency  in  the  use  of  the 
old  equipment  and  the  high  cost  of  its  repair  soon  resulted  in 
a  special  appropriation  by  the  City  Council  of  $28,000.  for  the 
purchase   of  new  equipment   and  the  following  was  bought: 

1  8-ton  Walter  Snow-Fighter  Truck 

1  Tractor   Shovel 

1  Modern   Sanitary  Garbage  Truck 

1  Chevrolet  Dump   Truck 

1  Dodge  Dump  Truck 

1   Huber  Road  Maintainer 

All  of  this  equipment  is  double  purpose,  and  its  use  since 
its  purchase  has  enabled  the  Highway  Department  to  accom- 
plish very  much.  Much  work  has  been  done  in  graveling  roads, 
and  the  sewerage  system  has  been  extended  on  High  Street 
and  on  Indigo  Hill  Road  between  Main  and  Green  Streets.  The 
Department  is  in  excellent  condition,  but  there  are  still  a  few 
items  of  equipment  that  should  be  obtained,  including  an- 
other tractor  sidewalk  plow.  It  is  also  probable  that  more  man- 
power will  have  to  be  added  to  meet  the  new  demands  of  main- 
tenance and  extension. 

Our  roads  and  streets  are  generally  in  good  condition,  but 
I  believe  it  good  business  to  add  to  our  regular  appropriation 
for  oil  in  order  to  best  protect  our  roads  and  to  oil  others,  in- 
cluding Blackwater  Road,  Lily  Pond  Road  and  the  Laurier 
Piatt  section. 

Our  sidewalks  throughout  the  City  are  in  poor  condition, 
and  I  strongly  recommend  that  a  long-range  program  be  in- 
augurated this  year  to  replace  and  extend  them.  This  work 
should  be  dons  gradually,  as  the  cost  at  present  will  be  high. 

For  many  years  we  have  suffered  a  loss  of  many  of  the 
fine  trees  in  the  City  and  many  are  now  in  a  dangerous  con- 
dition and  must  be  cut  down.  Nothing  has  been  done  to  replace 
those  removed,  and  I  feel  that  a  program  should  be  started 
immediately  to  plant  new  trees,  for  there  is  no  question  but 
that  they  add  much  to  the  appearance  of  the  community.  The 
cost  of  such  a   program  would  not   be  great.   We    should  also 
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provide  propei*  care  for  the  two  triangular  lots  of  land  on 
High  Street:  one  at  the  intersection  of  Elm  and  Fore  streets, 
and  the  other  at  Franklin  and  High  Streets. 

The  recommendations  I  have  made  and  the  many  and 
varied  problems  sure  to  arise  in  the  next  two  years  will  make 
for  a  busy  time  for  all  of  us. 

Most  of  you  have  had  several  years  of  experience  in  the 
city  government  and  I  am  sure  that  you  fully  appreciate  the 
responsibility  of  your  position  and  mine  in  administering  the 
municipal  business  of  Somersworth.  The  people  of  our  city 
have  the  right  to  expect  much  of  us.  Through  fairly  and  open- 
ly facing  our  problems  with  the  thought  in  mind  of  reaching 
a  decision  in  the  best  interests  of  the  city  and  for  the  benefit 
of  all  our  people  regardless  of  party,  race  or  creed  we  can  best 
perform  our  duties.  During  the  past  two  years  the  cooperation 
given  to  me  by  the  council  has  been  excellent  and  I  am  deeply 
grateful. 

The  honor  of  serving  the  people,  as  Mayor,  for  a  second 
term,  I  assure  you  is  deeply  appreciated.  Realizing  fully  the 
numerous  responsibilities  which  accompany  the  office  I  shall 
make  every  effort  to  discharge  its  duties  in  a  courageous  and 
honest  manner — I  shall  not  forget  the  people  and  their  ex- 
pression of  confidence  in  me  as  I  strive  to  guard  and  protect 
the  interests  of  our  city  as  carefully  in  the  next  two  years  as 
in  the  past. 
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Somersworth  and  Its  Origin 


Founding  Of  The  Parish  Of  Summersworth 

The  following  are  excerpts  taken  from  "An  HISTORICAL 
SKETCH"  compiled  by  Honorable  William  D.  Knapp,  Febru- 
ary 10,  1&94. 

The  records  of  the  first  parish  meeting  under  An  Act  pass- 
ed by  the  House  of  Representatives  Deci"  19,  1729  is  as  follows: 
To  the  freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the  Parish  of 
Summersworth   Greeting. 

These  are  to  give  notice  of  a  Parish  meeting  to  be  held  at 
the  meeting  house  in  the  Parish  of  Summersworth  on  Wednes- 
day next  the  Seventh  of  this  instant  January,  at  ten  of  the  clock 
before  noon  then  &  there  to  choose  Parish  officers  for  the  Year 
ensuing  as  the  Law  directs,  and  all  persons  are  desired  to  give 
their  attendance  at  time  and  place.  Dated  at  Summersworth, 
January  Second  1729/30. 

Paul  Wentworth  1 

John  Recker  [     Selectmen 

Thomas  Wallingford  J 
A  true  Entry  of  the  original  warrant  per  Thomas  Miller 
Par.  Cler. 

First  Parish  Officers 

At  a  parish  meeting  held  at  the  meeting  house  in  Summers- 
worth  Pursuant  to  the  above  warrant  on  Wednesday,  January 
7th  1729/30.  Paul  Wentworth  Esqi"  Moderator. 

Docti-  Thomas  Miller  Parish  Clerk,  Paul  Wentworth 
Esqr  Thomas  Wallingford  &  Mr.  John  Recker  Parish  Selectmen, 
and  James  Hobbs  was  chosen  Collector  of  the  Parish  Assess- 
ments. 

A  true  Entry  of  the  Parish  officers  as  they  were  Elected 
as  attests. 

Thomas  Miller  Parish  Clerk. 

The  First  School  Board 

The  first  provision  for  a  school  in  the  new  parish  was  made- 
by  the  following  vote  at  a  parish  meeting  December  11,  1733: 
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Voted  that  the  Selectmen  have  power  to  raise  one  hundred 
and  ninety  four  pounds  money,  to  pay  M""  Pike  his  salary,  his 
fire  wood,  the  School,  the  selectmen  and  Clerk  and  Collector. 

The  money  was  probably  raised,  for  July  2,  1734,  the  par- 
ish "voted  that  Herculus  Mooney  be  the  schoolmaster  here  for 
one  month  (Viz)  from  July  4th  to  Aug*  4th  1734  next  ensuing 
at  Three  pounds  fifteen  shillings  per  month,  voted  that  Capt. 
Thomas  Wallingford  and  M^  Philip  Stackpole  be  the  men  that 
Joyn  with  the  Selectmen  at  the  months  end  above  to  agree  with 
s''  Mooney  or  any  other  suitable  person  to  keep  school  in  this 
Parish  for  the  Residue  of  this  Sumer  and  autum." 

Somersworth  —  A  Town. 

Establishing  the  Parish  of  Summersworth  to  that  of  a 
town  was  authorized  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  passed  April 
22nd,  1754  entitled  as  follows  according  to  the  first  entry: 

"Anno  Regni  Georgii  Secundi  Magnae  Britanae  Franciae 
et  Hiberniae  Vicessimo  Septimo.  An  act  for  Erecting  the  Parish 
of  Somersworth  in  this  Province  into  a  Township." 

This  change  in  orthography  made  no  change  in  the  meaning 
of  the  name.  According  to  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson,  whose  large 
dictionary  was  published  in  1775,  "Sumer"  is  Saxon  and  "Som- 
er"  is  Dutch  for  the  English  word  "Summer."  Summersworth 
(or  Sumersworth  as  it  is  frequently  spelled  in  the  parish  rec- 
ords) is  all  Saxon,  while  Somersworth  is  Dutch  and  Saxon. 
Whether  the  first  vowel  is  o  or  u  and  the  word  contains  two 
ms  or  only  one  m,  the  name  mJeans  a  summer  town. 

This  name  is  unique.  There  is  no  other  Summersworth  or 
Somersworth  in  the  United  States.  It  is  also  peculiarly  appro- 
priate. New  Hampshire  has  come  to  be  known  all  over  this 
country  and  beyond,  as  a  delightful  "summer  state,"  and  it  re- 
quires little  foresight  to  see  in  the  near  future,  the  city 
of  Somersworth,  with  its  magnificent  Prospect  Hill,  its  beauti- 
ful and  diversified  scenery  of  mountain,  valley,  and  shore;  its 
pure  air,  fresh  from  the  hills,  abundance  of  pure  water,  com- 
plete drainage,  and  ample  accommodations  for  visitors,  become 
widely  known  and  sought  after  as  one  of  the  most  desirable 
summer  resorts  in  the  state.  But  this  is  a  digression:  prophecy 
is  not  history.  The  record  of  the  first  town-meeting  will  show 
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"who  were  the  men  prominent  in  town  affairs.  It  is  as  follows: 

At  a  Town  meeting  held  at  y<^  meeting  house  in  Somers- 
worth  on  Tuesday  ye  14th  day  of  May  1754  Pursuant  to  war- 
rant by  virtue  of  an  act  of  General  Assembly. 

Capt.  John  Wentworth  was  chosen  moderator  of  s'^  meet- 
ing. Docf  Moses  Carr  Town  Clerk  Col^  Thomas  Wallingford 
first  selectman  Capt.  James  Hobbs  second  selectman,  Capt.  John 
Wentworth  3^  Selectman.  Mr.  Charles  Baker  &  Capt  William 
Wentworth  assessors.  Mr.  Richard  Philpot,  Mr.  Francis  Roberts 
&  Mr  Samuel  Austin,  Commissioners.  Mr  Amos  Howard,  Con- 
stable, Mr.  Daniel  Goodin  &  Ensign  Benj'^  Twombly,  Tything- 
men,  Capt  Archd  Smith,  Mr  Eliphlet  Cromwell,  Mr  Moses 
Stevens  Mr  Saml  Jones  &  Ensign  Ichabod  Railings,  surveyors  of 
highways,  Mr  Eliphlet  Cromwell,  Mr.  Ebenezer  Wentworth  & 
Mr  Thos  Whitehouse,  Field  Drivers,  Thos  Whitehouse,  Abraham 
Mimmee  Richd  Downs  &  Saml  Horn,  Hogreves,  Mr  Moses  Stev- 
ens, Poundkeeper,  Lt  Benja  Wentworth  &  Mr  Benja  Wey- 
mouth, fence  viewers,  Dea  Gershom  Wentworth  &  Mr  Philip 
Stacpole  overseers  of  y  Poor,  Mr  Elisha  Andrews,  Surveyor  of 
lumber,  Mr  Moses  Tebbets,  Leather  sealer. 

At  y*'  above  meeting  Col"  Thos  Wallingford  declared  yt  he 
freely  gave  to  y^  of  Somersworth  ye  charge  of  mending  ye 
meeting  house  Bell  upon  which  ye  Town  voted  thanks. 

A  true  entry  By  Moses  Carr  Town  Cler. 

Somersworth  —  A  City 

The  Legislature  on  February  24,  1893  passed  the  following 
Act,  entitled,  "An  Act  to  Establish  the  City  of  Somersworth." 

The  First  Municipal  Officers  were  as  follows:  Mayor, 
Franklin  N.  Chase;  City  Clerk,  Fred  L.  Shapleigh;  Aldermen, 
Albert  A.  Perkins,  Samuel  A.  Seavey,  Albert  A.  Hamm,  John 
Parsons,  Jr.,  George  J.  Frechette;  Councilmen,  President,  Cy- 
rus Freeman;  Clerk,  Edmund  S.  Boyer;  Phillip  H.  Stiles,  Daniel 
Hodsdon,  Alfred  Carter,  Charles  H.  Harmon,  Frederick  C.  Peai'- 
son,  Cyrus  Freeman,  Edward  A.  Smith,  Octave  Demers,  George 
F.  Hill,  John  Murray,  Frank  Dion,  Martin  V.  B.  Wentworth 
James  A.  Kearns,  Daniel  A.  Whitehouse,  Archie  Houle;  Treas- 
urer, Almon  D.  Tolles;  City  Solicitor,  David  R.  Pierce;  Col- 
lector of  Taxes,  William  F.  Harmon;  Sanitary  Officer,  Noah  S. 
Brown;  City  Physician,  Charles  E.  Swasey,  M.  D.;  Overseer  of 
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the  Poor,  William  B.  Martin;  Street  Commissioner,  John  P. 
Stevens;  Assessors,  Howard  M.  Hanson,  Daniel  Wingate,  El- 
dorus  B.  White;;  Police  Department,  Marshal,  Patrick  Quinlan, 
Assistant  Marshal,  Charles  C.  Bunker;  Night-Watchman,  Louis 
Letendre;  Fire  Department,  Chief  Engineer,  James  S.  Mc- 
Daniel,  Assistant  Engineers,  Charles  H.  Plummer,  Samuel  D. 
Edgerly,  Henry  Duford,  Lewis  E.  Mellen;  Board  of  Health, 
President,  Charles  E.  Swasey,  M.  D.,  Secretary,  Noah  S.  Brown, 
William  B.  Martin;  Inspector  of  Oil,  Michael  P.  Flanagan; 
Weighers  of  Hay,  Coal,  Etc.,  Harry  H.  Remick,  Benjamin  F. 
Hanson,  James  E.  Richards,  Benjamin  F.  Hill;  Sealer  of 
Weights  and  Measures,  Hilarion  Gastonguay;  City  Messenger, 
Charles  0.  Rankins;  Surveyors  of  Wood,  Lumher  and  Bark, 
Leavitt  C.  Home,  Francis  A.  Thurston,  Hiram  Home,  Benjamin 
F.  Hill;  City  Liquor  Agent,  Loren  D.  Casler;  Fish  and  Game 
Warden,  Edwin  W.  Folsom;  Fence  Viewer,  Hiram  Home;  Po- 
lice Justice,  William  D.  Knapp;  Forest  Glade  Cemetery,  Trus- 
tees, Jesse  R.  Home,  Edwin  R.  Bartlett,  William  F.  Harmon, 
William  D.  Knapp,  James  A.  Edgerly;  Superintendent,  William 
B.  Martin. 

Having  secured  by  grant  of  the  town  of  Dover  ten  acres  for 
a  meeting  house  and  twenty  acres  for  a  parsonage,  the  next 
step  was  the  ordination  of  a  minister.  Of  that  event  the  follow- 
ing is  tha  record: 

To  the  pewholders  &  other  Inhabitants  of  the  Parish  of 
Summer  sworth 

These  are  to  give  notice  that  there  is  to  be  a  Parish  meet- 
ing held  at  the  m.eeting  house  in  Summersworth  on  the  twenty 
fifth  of  this  Instant  September  which  will  be  next  fryday,  at  ten 
of  the  Clock  in  the  forenoon  in  order  to  make  choice  of  and 
send  to  some  ministers  to  assist  in  the  fast,  then  to  be  agreed 
on  in  order  to  ordination  and  also  to  do  what  shall  be  thought 
proper  as  to  the  ordination  of  Mr  James  Pike. 
Summersworth  Septem^  19th  1730 

Paul  Wentworth  1 

\   Selectmen. 
Thomas  Wallingford      ) 

There  is  no  record  of  the  ordination,  but  the  fact  that  in  all 
subsequent  records  he  is  styled  the  Revd  M^  James  Pike  is  con- 
clusive that  the  event  transpired.     Thomas   Miller,   the   parish 
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clerk,  closed  the  records  of  1731  with  the  following  satisfactory 
receipt 

Summersworth   DeC"   13,   1731 
Reed  of  Constable  James  Hobbs  ye  sum   of  two   Hundred   and 
Thirty  pounds  upon  ye  accompt  of  a  Hundred  Pound  voted  me 
in  part  for  my  settlement  and  my  Salary  for  the  year  1730. 

James  Pike. 
In   1737  the  parish    "voted    sixty    pounds  for  a  schoolmaster, 
voted  that  M""  John  Sullivan  be  the  schoolmaster  for  the  ensuing 
year,  voted  John  Sullivan  to  sweep  and  take  care  of  the  meet- 
ing house  &  to  have  thirty  shillings." 

John  Sullivan  came  from  Limerick,  Ireland,  in  1723,  landed 
at  York,  Maine,  was  a  teacher  in  Berwick,  married  Margery 
Bromer  in  1735,  and  soon  aftev  purchased  70  acres  of  land  in 
Berwick,  where  he  resided  more  than  60  years.  Hg  died  in  May, 
1796,  in  his  105th  year.  Major  General  John  Sullivan  of  Dur- 
ham was  his  son,  Attorney-General  George  Sullivan  of  Exeter 
was  his  grandson,  and  John  Sullivan,  also  attorney-general,  was 
his  great-grandson.  These,  with  other  distinguished  descend- 
ants of  the  Berwick  schoolmaster,  were  not  the  kind  of  people 
to  be  ashamed  because  their  ancestor  was  once  employed  to 
sweep  the  meeting-house  in  the  parish  of  Summersworth. 

Men  and  women  climbed  different  stairs  in  the  meeting- 
house and  probably  occupied  different  pews,  for  in  the  record  of 
a  sale  of  certain  privileges  for  pews  in  1741,  "voted  that  M^ 
John  Wentworth  shall  have  the  priviledge  over  the  women's 
stairs  for  a  pew  he  paying  to  the  Parish  fifteen  pounds  for  the 
same  and  that  M'"  Joshua  Stacpole  shall  have  the  priviledge  over 
the  men's  stairs  for  a  pew,  he  paying  to  the  Parish  twelve 
pounds  for  the  same." 

On  March  1,  1749,  "voted  that  there  shall  be  hve  selectmen 
for  the  ensuing  year,  and  that  they  serve  gratis." 

Hugh  Conner  enjoyed  the  distinction  of  being  the  only  pau- 
per in  the  parish. 

March  2,  1752,  there  were  two  paupers,  and  the  Parish  vo- 
ted "Eliphlet  Cromwell  fifty  pounds  old  tenor  for  keeping  Hugh 
Connor  and  Deacon  Thos.  Nock  forty  pounds  old  tenor  for  keep- 
ing Richard  Hammock  y^  ensuing  year."  also,  "voted  Abraham 
Mimmee  four  pounds  old  tenor  for  sweeping  &  taking  care  of  ye 
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meeting  house."  Since  he  was  not  to  ring-  the  bell  it  is  possible 
that  the  bell  had  failed  to  arrive.  At  the  same  meeting,  "voted 
y'-  ye  meeting  house  be  repared  &  ye  Belfrey  Clabboarded." 

In  1770  a  meeting  was  called  "to  see  if  ye  Town  will  join 
Berwick  in  building  &  keeping  in  repair  a  Cart  Bridge  at  y 
great-falls,"  but  the  meeting  voted  "the  affair  of  the  Bridge  Dis- 
missed,'' and  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Falls  and  Berwick  were 
left  to  cross  the  river  as  best  they  could,  without  any  help  from 
Somersworth.  At  that  time  the  river  could  be  forded  a  few 
rods  above  where  the  bridge  now  stands.  From  the  record  of 
the  laying  out  of  the  Prospect  Street  highway  it  is  evident  that 
mills  had  been  built  at  Great  Falls  before  1763,  and  perhaps  be- 
fore 17-55,  but  by  whom  is  not  certain. 

About  the  year  1700  a  party  of  men  formed  a  settlement 
near  what  is  now  RoUinsford  Junction,  and  commenced  to  clear 
land  and  build  houses.  For  several  years  the  settlers  of  that  re- 
gion travelled  on  the  Sabbath  to  Dover  Neck,  to  attend  church 
in  the  old  meeting-house  on  which  a  '  Terretf  had  been  built  in 
1665. 

In  1713  a  meeting-house  was  built  at  Cocheco  Falls  "on 
Pine  Hill"  where  the  law  required  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  to  attend  public  worship.  The  people  of  this  new  settle- 
ment continued  to  attend  church  at  Cocheco  Falls,  until  they 
were  able,  as  they  thought,  to  support  a  minister  in  their  part 
of  the  town.  For  some  time,  meetings  ware  held  in  a  barn  dur- 
ing the  summer,  and  the  place  became  known  as  the  "summer 
parish." 

In  1723  a  church  was  established,  and  a  meeting-house 
built. 

In  1729  they  sent  a  petition  to  the  General  Court,  asking 
to  be  set  off  from  Dover  as  a  separate  i)arish  to  be  called  the 
Parish  of  Summersworth.  This  name  is  derived  from  two  Ang- 
lo-Saxon words,  "Sumer"  meaning  the  same  as  our  word  sum- 
mer, and  "worth,"  which  in  the  termination  of  the  names  of 
places  means  a  manor  or  town.  The  word  means  a  summer- 
manor  or  summer-town. 

To  the  freeholders  &  other  Inhabitants  of  the  Parish  of 
Summersworth. 

These  are  to  give  notice  of  a  Parish  meeting  to  be  held  at 
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the  meeting  house  in   Summersworth,  on  Monday,  the  twelfth 

of  this  instant  January  at  ten  of  the  clock  before  noon  to  give 

Mr.  James  Pike  a  call  to  the  work  of  the  ministry  amongst  us 

and  to  make  l-im  proposals  for  his  Settlement  therein     .     . 

and  also  to  choose  a  committee  to  wait  on  him   and  offer  the 

Same  for  his  acceptance,  ail  persons  concerned  are  desii-ed  to 

give  their  attendance  at  time  and  place  beforementioned. 

Summersworth,  January  10th  1729/30. 

Paul  Wentworth        /     , 

T  ,      T3     ,  (    Selectmen. 

John   Keeker  ) 

A  true  Entry  per       Thomas  Miiler  Parish  Clerk. 

In  1772  the  public  institutions  of  Somersworth  consisted  of 
a  meeting-hruse,  a  school-house,  a  graveyard,  a  training  field, 
and  a  pound,  all  of  which  were  located  at  the  centre  of  the  town, 
now  RoUinsford  junction.  That  year  the  inhabitants  decided  to 
build  a  new  meeting-house,  to  locate  it  "as  near  as  may  be  to 
the  one,"  and  to  sell  the  pew  privileges  at  auction  to  obtain 
means  for  building  it.  Forty  floor  pews  and  thirteen  pews  in 
the  gallery  were  thus  sold. 

No  mention  has  been  made  of  the  troubles  which  the  early 
settlers  had  with  Indians,  nor  the  Indian  and  Frenc/i  Wars,  be- 
cause Somersworth  was  not  incorporated  until  after  all  those 
disturbances  had  passed  away.  Two  or  three  residents  of  this, 
part  of  Dover  may  have  been  killed  by  the  Indians,  and  one  or 
two  captured  and  taken  to  Canada,  where  they  were  bought  by 
the  French  and  held  until  ransomed  by  their  friends,  but  there 
is  no  record  of  these  transactions,  and  tradition  is  too  dim  and 
doubtful  to  have  much  place  in  a  brief  sketch. 

The  part  which  Somersworth  took  in  the  War  of  the  Revo- 
lution is  largely  a  matter  of  record.  Jan.  7,  1774,  a  meeting  was 
called  to  consider  and  act  upon  the  following  articles: 

1st  to  take  the  sense  of  the  Town  respecting  the  act  of  Par- 
liament imposing  a  duty  on  Tea  payable  by  the  Colonists; 

2fi  Seriously  to  consider  &  determine  upon  some  suitable 
measures  to  be  pursued  in  conjunction  with  the  neighbor  towns 
to  prevent  the  receiving  the  Teas  sent  over  by  the  East  India 
Company,  subject  to  a  duty  upon  its  being  landed  here. 

3d  To  agree  upon  some  probable  method  to  prevent  the  Dis- 
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tractive  Consequence  of  the  Extravagant  use  of  Tea  among 
us,  & 

4th  Xo  pass  such  vote  or  votes  relative  to  the  above  griev- 
ances as  may  be  thought  proper  &  conducive  to  Extricate  us  out 
of  our  present  difficulties. 

At  a  meeting  April  21,  1775,  "voted  that  twenty  men  im- 
mediately march  from  town  to  meet  the  enemy  if  need  be,  voted 
that  the  men  that  shall  go  shall  have  wages."  This  peculiar  vote 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  a  peremptory  order,  but  rather  a 
call  for  volunteers. 

May  1,  1775,  at  a  meeting  called  "to  see  if  the  town  will 
purchase  &  lay  in  a  stock  of  provisions  for  the  use  of  the  town 
in  case  of  any  emergency  in  this  critical  conjunction  of  our 
Publick  affairs.  Voted  that  ten  pounds  be  raised  to  procure  pro- 
visions for  s<J  town  &  that  s^  provisions  be  lodged  at  squire 
Rollins'  house  till  wanted." 

Oct.  20,  1775,  the  town  "voted  that  the  soldiers  now  rsised 
for  Portsmouth  shall  receive  customary  wages." 

July  3d  1776,  "voted  that  seven  dollars  a  man  be  advanced 
to  the  soldiers  that  shall  go  to  Canada  for  this  town."  Going  to 
Canada  was  better  appreciated  in  the  days  of  the  Revolution 
than  in  the  days  of  the  Rebellion. 

Dec.  20,  1776,  the  town  voted  that  ten  dollars  each  be  giv- 
en as  a  bounty  for  six  men  that  shall  enlist  for  New  York  or 
elsewhere. 

Sept.  11,  1777,  the  town  voted  twenty  dollars  to  each  per- 
son that  should  enlist  till  the  last  day  of  November  next,  if  not 
sooner  discharged.  Then  the  meeting  adjourned  for  half  an 
hour.  Then  met  and  voted  ten  dollars  in  addition  to  the  twenty 
voted  before  to  each  person  that  should  enlist  or  be  drafted  the 
above  term. 

January  19,  1778,  the  town  voted  "that  the  selectmen  be  a 
committee  to  supply  the  families  of  such  noncommissioned  offi- 
cers and  privates  belonging  to  this  town  as  have  engaged  or 
shall  engage  in  the  Continental  service  with  the  necessaries  of 
life." 

April  6,  1778,  the  town  voted  "not  to  raise  any  money  to 
hire  any  more  soldiers." 

There  is  no  record  now  of  the  names  of  the  soldiers  who 
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served  for  Somersworth,  and  the  number  is  a  matter  of  uncer- 
tainty. It  has  been  estimated  at  more  than  fifty.  This  would  not 
include  the  "six-weeks  men." 

The  town  voted  that  Mr.  John  Smith  have  fifty  dollars  as  a 
bounty  from  this  town  and  that  "a  committee  be  chosen  to  treat 
with  Madam  Wallingford  respecting  hei  negro  man,  and  the 
town  will  give  what  he  shall  agree  with  her  for,  with  a  proviso 
he  does  not  exceed  fifty   dollars." 

This  negro  man  was  the  only  slave  in  Somersworth.  Wheth- 
er the  negotiations  with  Madam  Wallingford  to  secure  him  to 
fill  the  last  gap  were  successful  or  not,  does  not  appear  upon 
the    records. 

March  11,  1783,  the  town  voted  ''to  accept  of  Great-falls 
Bridge  as  it  now  is,  for  a  Town  Bridge,  and  keep  the  one  half 
of  said  Bridge  in  repair  in  future,  provided  Berwick  keep  in  re- 
pair the  other  half."  According  to  tradition,  this  first  bridge 
at  Great  Falls  was  located  nearly  in  the  same  place  where  the 
bridge  is  now  across  the  Salmon  Falls  river. 

About  twenty  years  ago  a  new  post-otfice  was  located  in 
Berwick,  a  few  rods  from  the  Market  Street  office,  not  so  much 
to  supply  any  need  of  the  town  as  to  provide  a  place  for  a  post- 
master. The  reason  for  retaining  the  name  "Great  Falls"  for 
the  post  office  in  Somersv/orth  (that  it  was  the  name  of  the 
village  vvhich  was  in  both  Somersworth  and  Berwick)  ceased  to 
exist  when  the  post-office  in  Berwick  was  established.  Somers- 
worth  has  no  post-office  to  its  name,  while  the  post-office  called 
"Great  Falls"  has  not  and  never  had,  any  town  or  city  to  its 
name. 

The  name  "Great  Falls"  properly  belongs  to  the  great  man- 
ufacturing company  w^hose  capital  has  been  employed  for  more 
than  seventy  years  in  making  this  grand  water-power  whirl 
spindles  and  shoot  shuttles,  creating  opportunities  for  men. 
women,  and  children  to  earn  wages  and  to  use  all  their  powers 
of  body  and  mind  in  the  direction  of  self-support,  and  so  causing 
the  development  from  the  condition  of  a  grist-mill,  two  houses, 
and  an  alder  swamp,  first  of  the  village,  then  of  the  town,  and 
now  of  the  city. 

The  name  of  the  post-office  should  be  ciianged  to  Somers- 
worth,  without  delay.   That  result  can  be  readily  obtained   by 
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application  to  the  postmaster  general,  through  the  mediation 
of  a  senator  from  the  state  or  the  member  of  congress  from 
this  district.  About  fifteen  years  ago  the  subject  was  suggested 
to  Senator  Rollins,  a  native  of  Somersworth,  who  called  the 
attention  of  the  then  postmaster  general  to  it,  and  received 
the  assurance  that  the  change  would  be  made  if  the  people  of 
Somersworth  wanted  it.  The  only  objection  to  it  suggested 
was  that  as  there  was  a  Somerville  in  Massachusetts  there 
might  be  mistakes  result  from  having  two  post-offices  so  near 
together  and  with  names  so  nearly  alike,  as  Somerville,  Mass., 
and  Somersworth,  N.  H.  The  postmaster  general  at  that  time 
was  David  M.  Key  of  Tennessee,  and  with  a  southerner's  con- 
tracted notions  of  New  England,  he  probably  thought  these 
two  municipalities  wei'e  contiguous  parts  of  the  same  door-yard. 
If  that  distinguished  P.  G.  had  examined  the  list  of  post-offices 
at  that  time  he  might  have  found  the  simplicity  of  Great  Falls, 
N.  H.,  somewhat  mystified  by  Great  Falls,  Maine;  Great  Falls, 
Mont.;  Goff's  Falls,  N.  H.;  Glens  Falls,  N.  Y.;  Granite  Falls, 
Minn.;  and  many  other  names  which  might  cause  a  letter  to  be 
missent,  including  Great  Mills,  Md.;  Great  Valley,  N.  Y.;  and 
Great  Works,  Maine.  He  would  have  found  Somerville  in  eleven 
states,  Somersville  in  one  state,  Summersville  in  two,  and  Sum- 
merville  in  seven  states.  There  were  also  Somerfield,  Somerset, 
Somerton,  and  Summertown.  There  was  not  in  New  Hampshire 
any  post-office  whose  name  contained  the  syllables  "Summer" 
or  "Somer;"  and  there  was  not  in  the  United  States  a  post- 
office  named  "Somersworth."  If  that  objection  is  not  answered, 
it  will  be  allowed  to  subside  with  the  remark  that  the  people 
of  Somersworth  know  about  what  they  v/ant. 
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City   Seal,   Its   Origin,   Designing   and 
Adoption 


Somersworth,    N.    H. 
February   13,  1894. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Your  joint  Committee  on  Ordinances  beg  leave  to  submit 
for  your  consideration  the  following  amendment  of  the  ordi- 
nances, being  the  third  section  to  Chapter  2,  relating  to  the 
city  seal. 

Sec.  3.  The  design  shall  consist  of  a  disc  of  the  size  of  a 
silver  half-dollar,  with  a  smaller  circle  within  which  shall  give 
a  space  of  Vs  inch  between  the  circles,  whereon  shall  be  en- 
graved, Incorporated  a  Parish  1729,  a  Town  1754,  a  City, 
1893.  Spanning  the  circles  horizontally  shall  be  a  bar  %  inch 
wide,  with  the  name  of  the  city  and  initials  of  the  state  en- 
graved thereon  in  bold  letters.  In  the  space  above  the  bar,  on 
the  left  shall  be  engraved  an  old  meeting  house,  and  on  the 
right  a  view  of  the  falls  of  the  Salmon  Falls  river,  also  a  loco- 
motive and  cars.  Below  the  bar  shall  be  engraved  a  view  of 
a  mill. 

Explanation:  —  The  old  meeting  house  and  falls  suggest 
the  sources  from  which  the  town  and  village  derive  their  names, 
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while  the  mill  gives  an  idea  of  the  principle  industry,  and  the 
train  suggests  transportation  facilities. 

Geo.   F.    Hill    ^      Joint    Com. 
A.     A.    Ham     I  on 

P.  H.  Stiles       J    Ordinances 
The  following    resolution    which  was  passed  concurred   in 
by  Common  Council:  — 

Resolved,  That  the  Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances  be  re- 
quested to  submit  draft  of  city  seal,  as  outlined  by  the  report, 
submitted  by  said  Committee. 

Voted  to  adjourn  to  Tuesday  eve'g.  next. 

F.  L.   Shapleigh,   Clerk. 


Somersworth,    N.   H. 
April  5,  1894. 
The  Board  of  Mayor  and  Aldermen  having  again  assembled, 
Aid.    Perkins    introduced    the    following    resolution  which    was 
passed  and  concurred  in  by  Common  Council. 

Resolved,  by  the  Board  of  Mayor  and  Aldermen  the  Com- 
mon Council  concurring,  that  a  committee  of  three,  one  from 
the  Board  of  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  and  two  from  the  Common 
Council,  be  appointed  to  obtain  designs  for  a  city  seal,  and 
present  them  before  the    City   Councils  for  their  consideration. 

F.   L.  Shapleigh,   Clerk. 


Somersworth,  N.   H. 
April  26,  1894. 
The    Joint   Committee  on   Ordinances    made    the  following 
report  which   was  accepted  and  adopted   and  concurred  in  by 
Common  Council: 

Somersworth,  N.    H. 
April  26,  1894. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Your  Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances  beg  leave  to  submit 
for  your  consideration  the  following  amendment  of  the  ordi- 
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nances,   being  the  third   section    to   Chapter  2,  relating    to    the 
City  Seal:  — 

Sec.  3  —  The  design  shall  consist  of  a  disc  of  the  size  of  a 
silver  half  dollar,  with  a  smaller  circle  within  which  shall  give  a 
space  of  Vs  inch  between  the  circles,  whereon  shall  be  en- 
graved:—  Incorporated  a  Parish  1729,  a  Town  1754,  A  City, 
1893.  Spanning  the  circle  horizontally  shall  be  a  bar  Vs  of  an 
inch  wide  with  the  name  of  the  city  engraved  thereon  in  bold 
letters.  In  the  space  above  the  bar  on  the  left  shall  be  en- 
graved an  old  meeting  house,  and  on  the  right  a  view  of  the 
falls  of  the  Salmon  Falls  river  with  a  train  of  cars  passing. 
Below  the  bar  shall  be  engraved  a  view  of  a  mill. 

Explanation: — The    old    meeting-house    and    falls    suggest 
the    sources    from    which    the   town    and   village   derived    their 
names,  while  the  mill  gives  an  idea  of  the  principle  industry. 
F.  A.  Hussey       i    Joint  Committee 
P.    H.    Stiles  on 

John    Murray      J     Ordinances 
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City  Government 


1948 


Mayor 
City  Clerk 

Councilmen 
Ward  1 

Oscar   Lemay 

Simeon   Rainville 
Ward  2 

Norman  A.  Fournier 

Louis  P.  Chasse 
Ward  3 

Fred  J.  Lauzon 

Joseph  F.   McKeon* 
Ward  4 

Joseph  Aubert 

Joseph  H.  Bolduc 
Ward  5 

Leon   J.   Littlefield 

Alfred  Perusse 
City   Treasurer 

Yvonne  D.  Turcotte 
Collector  of  Taxes 

Lionel  A.  Aubertf 

Joseph  F.    McKeon 
Sanitary  Officer 
Peter  N.   Chasse 
City    Messenger 

Albert   E.    Boisvert 
Probation  Officer 

Frank  H.  Kinsman 
Fence  Viewer 

William   J.  Krikes 
Field  Driver 

Albert  J.  Nadeau 
*Resigned  June  29,  1948 
•{•Resigned  June  30,  1948 


Romeo  St.  Laurent 
Napoleon  A.  Berube 
Auditors 

Margaret   C.   O'Connell 

George  H.   Gould 
Street  Commissioner 

Arthur   Gaudette 
City  Solicitor 

John  F.  Beamis 
City  Physician 

W.  Edmour  Precourt,  M.  D. 
Overseer   of  the  Poor 

James  E.    Perreault 
Plumbing  Inspector 

Albert  A.  Tapscott 
Board  of  Health 

James  E.  Perreault, 
Chairman 

Peter  N.  Chasse,  Clerk 

W.  E.  Precourt,  M.  D. 
Municipal    Court 

Clovis  I.  Desmarais,  Judge 

William  R.   Fitts,  Clerk 
Police  Commissioners 
Charles   P.   Kinsman,   Chairman 

Harold  W.   Skillings,  Clerk 

Wilfred  J.    Pare 
Police  Ofificers 

Charles  A.   Parsons,  Marshal 

Emile    J.    Gauvin,    Assistant 
Marshal 
Patrolmen 

William  J.  Orr 

Howard  Wooley 

Frederick   Rodney 
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Department    of    Public    Instruction 

Romeo  St.   Laurent,  Chairman         Mary  C.   Furbush,  Secretary 

Members 

William   G.   Ball,   Angeline    Bickford,    Russell    Fontaine,    Leo 

Cater,  Anna  J.  Berniei 
Appointed  by  the  Council  —  Emery  L.   Whitten,  Mary  C.   Fur- 
bush,   Lorenzo  Ross,  Rene  A.  Morin,  James   F.  Malley 
Standing  Committees  for  1948-1949 
FINANCE  —  The  Mayor,  Councilmen    Rainville  and  Fournier 
ROADS,  BRIDGES  &  DRAINS— The  Mayor,  Councilmen  Four- 
nier and  Littlefield 
BILLS    IN    THEIR    SECOND   READING  —  Councilmen    Rain- 
ville,  Fournier  and  Perusse 
ENGROSSED  BILLS  &  RESOLUTIONS  —  Councilmen  Aubert, 

Bolduc  and  Chasse 
PUBLIC     BUILDINGS  —  Councilmen     Lemay,     Perusse     and 

Aubert 
CLAIMS    &  ACCOUNTS  — Councilmen  Littlefield,  Aubert  and 

Bolduc 
PRINTING  —  Councilmen  Bolduc,  Lauzon   and  Chasse 
FIRE  —  Councilmen  Rainville,  Lemay  and    Perusse 
ORDINANCES— The  Mayor,  Littlefield  and  Lauzon 
POLES   &  WIRES  —  Councilmen   Lauzon,  Aubert  and  Lemay 
STREEIT      LIGHTS  — Councilmen      Rainville,      Fournier      and 

Lemay 
FOREST  GLADE   CEMETERY  —  Councilmen  Perusse,  Lauzon 
and  Chasse 

Fire  Department 
Chief  Engineer — Edward  A.  Caron 
First  Deputy   Engineer  —  James  E.  Beamis 
Second  Deputy  Engineer  ■ —  Albert  J.  Lessard 

Water  Commissioners 
Chairman,  Romeo  St.  Laurent,  term  expires  January,  1949 
Joseph  B.  Nash,  term  expires  January,  1951 
Napoleon  A.  Habel,  term  expires  January,  1950 
Clerk    and    Superintendent,    John    R.    Hodsdon,    term     expires 
December  31,  1948 
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Board  of  Assessors 

■Chairman,  Michael  O'Malley,  term  expires  January,   1950 
Clerk,  Fred  J.  Coffin,  term  expires  January,  1949 
Roland  G.  Perreault,  term  expires  January,  1951 

Public   Library   Trustees 

Max  Isacoff,  term  expires  January,  1952 
Henry  P.  Mullen,  term  expires  January,  1950 
Celopie  Semitros,  term  expires  January,  1949 
Anna  M,  Morin,  term  expires  January,  1949 

Forest    Glade  Cemetery   Trustees 

Mary  C.  Furbush,  term  expires  January,  1949 
Frank  H.  Kinsman,  term  expires  January,   1953 
Fred  H.  Brown,  term  expires  January,  1952 
Fred  Legro,  term  expires  January,  1951 
Melanie   F.   Sullivan,  term  expires  January,  1950 

Supervisors  of  the  Checklists 

Chairman,  Thomas  L.  Perron,  term  expires  September  1,  1949; 
Clerk,  Annie  Chasse,  term  expires  September  1,  1947; 
Patrick  Mulvanity,  term  expires  September  1,  1948;  Oliver 
F.  Colburn,  term  expires  September  1,  1946;  Ernest  Valley, 
tei'm  expires  September  1,  1945. 

Park  Commissioner 

The  Mayor,  ex-officio,  Romeo  St.  Laurent,  Harold  W,  Adams, 
M.  D.,  term  expires  April,  1952;  W.  E.  Precourt,  M.  D., 
term  expires  April,  1949;  Rene  A.  Morin,  tex'm  expires 
April,  1950;  William  M.  Ames,  term  expires  April,  1951. 
Weigher  of  Hay,  Coal  and  Straw 
John  R.  Hodsdon,  Adjutor  Turgeon,  Leo  F.  Ruel,  Wilfred 
Breton,  Leonard  Ferland,  Grafton  J.  Covey 

Surveyors  of  Wood,  Bark  and   Lumber 
"William  M.  Ames,  Leo  F.  Ruel,  Wilfred  Breton 
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Mayors  Since  the  City  Was  Chartered 


1893-  Franklin  N.  Chase 

1894-1896         Christopher  H.  Wells 

1897-  Benjamin   F.  Hanson 

1898-1900         Arthur  J.  Seavey 

1901-  Haven  Doe 

1902-1903         John  N.  Haines 

1904-  Freeman  A.  Hussey 

1905-1908         Benjamin   F.  Hanson 

1909-19U         Thomas  J.    Dougherty 

1912-1913         Paul  LaBonte 

1914-1922         Fred  H.  Brown 

1923-1933         Peter  M.    Gagne 

1934-  Clement   P.  Roy 

1935-1943         Alfred  J.  Boucher 

1944-1944  *  Arthur  W.  Proulx  (Jan.  1-June  6) 

1944-1945  *-^  Napoleon  A.  Habel   (June  6-Dec.  31) 

1946-  Romeo  St.  Laurent 

*         Resigned 

**     Unexpired  term 


Ordinances-Resolutions-Petitions 


AMENDMENTS  TO  ORDINANCES: 

Chapter  18 — Section  1  through  11,  inclusive;  InRe:     Firemen 
and  salaries   of  same.    Passed  February   3,    1948  —  Effective 

immediately. 
Chapter   13 — Section  20b,    Parking  regulations   on    Fore    and 

Elm  Streets.  Passed  March  2,  1948. 
Chapter     11 — Section    4,     Salary  of     Tax     Collector.     Passed 

March  2,  1948. 
Chapter  13 — Section   14;    InRe:    "Stop    Intersections."  Passed 

August  3,  1948. 
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RESOLUTIONS: 

Authorization  of  $500.00  for  shade  trees  and  an  additional 
$300.00  for  the  purchase  of  settees  for  lot  adjacent  to 
Municipal  Building.  Passed   March  2,  1948. 

Authorization  of  $800.00  for  the  purchase  of  a  Portable 
Water  Pump.  Passed  March  22,   1948. 

Authorization  of  $100.00  for  celebration  at  Concord,  N.  H., 
May  8,  1948  of  the  50th  Anniversary  of  the  entry  of  the 
1st  N.  H.  Vol.  Inf.  into  war  with  Spain.  Passed  April  12, 
1948. 

Authorization  of  a  $5.00  per  week  cost  of  living  adjustment 
compensation  in  addition  to  provisions  of  Chapter  5,  Sec- 
tion 1  and  Chapter  18,  Section  10  of  the  City  Ordinances, 
be  granted  to  regular  full  time  employees  of  the  Munici- 
pality. Passed  May  4,  1948;  Retroactive  to  April  5,  1948. 

Authorization  of  $2,100.00  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the 
Road  Roller.    Passed  April  12,  1948. 

Authorization  of  $50,000.00  loan  in  anticipation  of  taxes. 
Passed  May   4,   1948. 

Authorization  of  $29,000.00  and  $31,000.00  bonds  or  notes  to 
be  issued  and  sold  by  the  City  Treasurer  with  the  approval 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance  for  improvements  of  a  per- 
manent nature  to  the  City's  Water  and  Sewer  system. 
Passed  July  19,  1948. 

Authorization  of  $2,500.00  for  School  Athletic  Field  on  Ceme- 
tery Road  (two  equal  notes  of  $1,250.00  each.)  Passed  Sep- 
tember 7,  1948. 

Authorization  to  extend  sewer  lines  in  City.  Passed  October 
4,  1948. 

Authorization  to  transfer  funds  from  one  department  to  an- 
other to  equalize  expenditures.  Passed  December  7,  1948. 

PETITIONS: 

Ten  Petitions  were  presented  to  the  City  Council  and  all 
petitions  were  referred  to  their  respective  Committees  with, 
power  to   act. 
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Reports  of  City  Officials 


CITY  CLERK 

Other  than  being  a  general  information  center  the  duties 
with  which  the  city  clerk  is  encumbered  are  varied,  and  not 
too  generally  known. 

One  of  the  important  functions  is  the  accurate  recording, 
indexing  and  reporting,  to  the  State  Department,  of  births, 
deaths  and  marriages.  Facilities  for  examining  records  have 
been  gieatly  increased  by  having  two  indices,  one  for  the 
individual  volume  and  a  master  index  which  gives  an  abridged 
record   to    be   supplied  practically   instantaneously    which    has 


proven  to  be  a  source  of  rapid  information  especially  'n  matters 
of  tele])hone  requests  from  Courts  and  Welfare  Departments 
in  and  out  of  State. 

Among  other  duties  are  that  of  recording  personal  liens, 
conditional  sales  contracts,  writs  of  attachments  and  assign- 
ments, issuing  licenses  relative  to  marriages,  pool  rooms,  bowl- 
ing  alleys,    dogs,   theatres,   exhibition    of   skill,   dances,    shows, 
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resident  and  non-resident  fish  and    game    together    with   auto- 
mobile registration  permits. 

The  matter  of  recording  all  transactions  and  business  con- 
ducted at  City  Council  meetings  also  is  vested  in  the  city  clerk 
along  with  any  assignment  \vhich  the  city  council  may  deem 
advisable. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  statutes,  the  city  clerk  must 
supervise  the  proper  methods  of  drawing  jurors,  distributing 
election  supplies  and  ballots  for  all  elections  in  their  respec- 
tive wards. 

Pursuant  to  our  city  charter  all  bills  against  the  city  must 
be  properly  vouchered  and  all  checks  for  payment  are  drawn 
and  countersigned  by  the  city  clerk  and  entered  in  their  respec- 
tive departments  which  include  the  payroll  deductions  of  indi- 
viduals subject!  lo  Federal  Withholding  Taxes,  Retirement,  Blue 
Cross  and  Blue  Shield  benefits. 

The  city  clerk  is  a  member  of  the  Licensing  Board,  cus- 
todian of  all  city  records  and  keeper  of  the  city  seal  and  com- 
piles a  comprehensive  annual  report  for  public  information. 

The  following  monies  were  collected  and  remitted  to  the 
Treasui-^r  during  the  year  ending  December  31,  1948;  1947 
Permits  for  Registration  $120.21;  1948  Permits  for  registration 
$10,550.25;  Miscellaneous  Licenses  $442.00;  Milk  Licenses  Col- 
lected by  the  Sanitary  Officer  $86.00;  Licenses  Collected  by 
the  City  Marshal  $22.00;  Rent  of  Pleasant  Street  Property 
$90.00;  Dog  Licenses  $364.67;  Miscellaneous  refunds  including 
Blue  Cross  and  Shield  $88.99;  Rent  &  Release  of  Pumping  Sta- 
tion property  $2,968.92;  Sale  of  land  $100.00;  Election  Filing 
Fees  $20.00. 

Total   Collected  $  14,853.04 

Remitted  to  Treasurer  14,853.04 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Napoleon   A.   Berube, 

City  Clerk. 
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TAX  COLLECTOR 

Collection  of  Taxes  from  January  1  to  June  30,  1948 

1948 
Poll   Warrant  $     6,196.00 

Collected  and  Remitted  to  City  Treasurer  $  2,196.00 
Abatements  4.00 

Uncollected  Polls  3,996.00 


$     6,196.00 


1947 

Collected  and  Remitted  to  City  Treasurer: 

Property  Taxes  $     7,277.17 

Poll  Taxes— Regular   @  $2.00  864.00 

Interest  20.34 

Abatements  178.00 

Redemptions  97.88 

Uncollected  Property  Taxes  5,737.55 

Uncollected  Poll   Taxes  468.00 

1946 

Collected  and  Remitted  to  City  Treasurer: 

Property  Taxes  $        294.28 

Poll  Taxes  58.00 

Uncollected  Property   Taxes  319.57 

Uncollected  Poll  Taxes  218.00 

1945 

Collected  and  Remitted  to  City  Treasurer: 

Poll  Taxes  $  47.00 

Abatements 

Poll  Taxes— Special  @  $3.00  24.00 

Uncollected  Taxes: 

Property   Taxes  50.35 

Poll  Taxes  277.00 

1944 

Collected  and  Remitted  to  City  Treasurer: 

Poll  Taxes  $  15.00 

Uncollected  Taxes: 

Property  Taxes  10.73 

Poll  Taxes  85.00 
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1943 
Collected  dnd  Remitted  to  City  Treasurer: 

Poll  Taxes  $  4.00 

Uncollected  Taxes: 

Poll  Taxes  26.00 

1942 
Collected  and  Remitted  to  City  Treasurer: 

Poll  Taxes  $  2.00 

Uncollected  Taxes: 

Poll  Taxes  12.00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Lionel  A.  Aubert. 

SUMMARY  OF  WARRANT 
LEVY    OF   1948 

—  DR.  — 
Taxes  Committed  to  Collector  as  of  July  1,  1948: 
Property  Taxes  $218,772.58 

Poll  Taxes  —  Regular  @   $2.00  3,996.00 

National    Bank  Stock  Taxes  1,560.25 


Total  Warrant 
Added  Taxes: 
Property  Taxes 
Poll  Taxes— Regular  @   $2.00 

$224,328.83 

140.40 
68.00 

TOTAL  DEBITS 

$224,537.23 

$224,537.23 

—  CR.  — 
Remittances  to  Treasurer  during  Fiscal 
Year  Ending  December  31,  1948: 
Property    Taxes  $203,818.18 

Poll  Taxes  —  Regular  @  $2.00  2,702.00 

National    Bank  Stock  Taxes  1,560.25 

Added  Property  Taxes  140.40 

Added  Poll  Taxes  68.00 

Abatements  made   during   year  —  Propei*- 

ty  Taxes  1,230.30 
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Abatements     made    during   year    —  Poll 

Taxes  68.00 

Refund  7.20 

Uncollected  Taxes  as  per  Collector's  List: 

Property  Taxes  13,716.90 

Poll  Taxes  —  Regular  @  $2.00  1,226.00 


TOTAL  CREDITS  $224,537.23 


SUMMARY  OF  WARRANT 
LEVY  OF   1947 

—  DR.  — 

Uncollected  Taxes  as  of  July  1,  1948: 

Warrant  —  Property  Taxes  $     5,737.55 

Warrant  — Poll  Taxes  468.00 

Added  Poll   Taxes  2.00 

Interest    Collected    During     Fiscal     Year 

Ending  December  31,   1948  77.61 


TOTAL  DEBITS  $     6,285.16 

—  CR.  — 
Remittances  to  Treasurer  during  Fiscal 
Year  Ending  December  31,  1948: 
Property   Taxes  $     4,040.75 

Poll  Taxes— Regular  @   $2.00  194.00 

Added  Poll  Taxes  2.00 

Abatements  made    During  Year  —  Pro- 
perty Taxes  675.20 
Abatements    made  During   Year  —  Poll 

Taxes  56.00 

Refund  .80 

Interest  Collected    During  Year  77.61 

Uncollected  Taxes  as  per  Collector's  List: 

Property  Taxes  1,020.80 

Poll   Taxes  218.00 


TOTAL  CREDITS  $     6,285.16 
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SUMMARY  OF  WARRANT 
LEVY  OF  1946 

—  DR.  — 

Uncollected  Taxes  as  of  July  1,  1948: 

Warrant   (Property   Taxes)  $        319.57 

Warrant  (Poll  Taxes)  218.00 

Added   Poll  Taxes  2.00 

Added  Property  Taxes  15.50 

Interest   collected     during    Fiscal   Year 

Ending  December  31,  1948  34.35 


TOTAL  DEBITS  $        589.42 

—  CR.  — 
Remittances  to  Treasurer  during  Fiscal 
Year  Ending  December  31,  1948: 

Property  Taxes  $       298.57 

Poll  Taxes  64.00 

Added  Poll   Taxes  2.00 

Added  Property  Taxes  15.50 

Interest  Collected  34,35 

Abatements   made  during   year  31.00 

Refund  2.00 

Uncollected  Taxes  as  per  Collector's  List: 

December  31,   1948  142.00 


TOTAL  CREDITS  $       589.42 

SUMMARY  OF  WARRANT 
LEVY  OF  1945 

—  DR. — 

Uncollected  Taxes  as  of  July  1,  1948: 

Warrant  — Poll  Taxes  $        253.00 

Warrant  —  Property  Taxes  50.35 


TOTAL  DEBITS  $       303.35 
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—  CR.  — 

Remittances  to  Treasurer  during  Fiscal 
Year  Ending  December  31,  1948: 
Poll    Taxes  —  Regular   @   $2.00  $  32.00 

Poll   Taxes  —  Special   @    $3.00  45.00 

Refund  3.00 

Abatements    made    during     year  —  Poll 

Taxes  10.00 

Abatements  made  during  year — Prop- 
erty Taxes  50.35 
Uncollected  Taxes  as  per  Collector's  List: 

Poll  Taxes  —  Regular  @  $2.00  64.00 

Poll   Taxes  —  Special  @  $3.00  99.00 

TOTAL  CREDITS  $        303.35 


SUMMARY  OF  WARRANT 
LEVY  OF   1944 

—  DR.  — 

Uncollected  Taxes  as  of  July  1,  1948: 

Warrant  (Prop,   and  Poll  Taxes)  $  95.73 

TOTAL  DEBITS  $  95.73 

—  CR.  — 

Remittances  to  Treasurer  during  Fiscal 
Year  Ending  December  31,  1948: 
Poll  Taxes  —  Regular  @  $2.00  $  8.00 

Poll  Taxes  —  Special  @  $3.00  12.00 

Abatements   made  during  year  10.73 

Uncollected  Taxes  as  per  Collector's  List: 

Poll  Taxes  —  Regular  @  $2.00  26.00 

Poll  Taxes  —  Special   @   $3.00  39.00 

TOTAL  CREDITS  $  95.73 


SUMMARY  OF    WARRANT 
LEVY  OF  1943 
—  DR.  — 
Ll^ncoUected  Taxes  as  of  July  1,  1948: 

Warrant   (Poll  Taxes)  $  26.00 

TOTAL  DEBITS  $  26.00 
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—  CR.  — 

Remittances  to  Treasurer  during  Fiscal 
Year  Ending-  December  31,  1948: 
Poll  Taxes— Regular  @  $2.00  $  10.00 

Abatements   made  during  year  4.00 

Uncollected  Taxes  as  per  Collector's  List: 

Poll  Taxes  (Regular  @  $2.00)  12.00 


TOTAL   CREDITS  $  26.00 

SUMMARY   OF   WARRANT 
LEVY  OF  1942 

—  DR.  — 

Uncollected  Taxes  as  of  July  1,  1948: 

Warrant   (Poll  Taxes)  $  12.00 

TOTAL  DEBITS  $  12.00 

—  CR.  — 

Remittances  to  Treasurer  during  Fiscal 
Year  Ending  December  31,  1948: 
Poll  Taxes  —  Regular   @  $2.00  $  2.00 

Abatements  made  during  year  2.00 

Uncollected  Taxes  as  per  Collector's  List: 

Poll    Taxes Regular  (a)   $2.00  6.00 

Abatements   made  during   year  2.00 


TOTAL  CREDITS  $  12.00 

SUMMARY   OF  TAX   SALES  ACCOUNTS  AS    OF  DEC.   31, 

1948 
—  DR.  — 

Tax  Sale  Account  of  Levy  of: 
1947  1946 

Sales  to  City  During  Current  Year  $        576.40 

Balance    of   Unredeemed   Taxes 

July   1,  1948  $        591.58 

Interest  Collected  after  sale  53.69 


TOTAL  DEBITS  $        576.40$       645.27 
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—  CR.  — 
Remittances  to  Treasurer  During  Year     $  84.10  $        645.2' 

Unredeemed   Taxes  —  at  close   of  year  492.30 


TOTAL    CREDITS  $        576.40$       645.27 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Joseph    F.  McKeon. 


STREET  COMMISSION 

Somersworth,  N.  H.,  December  31,  1948. 

To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor  and  City  Council: 
Gentlemen: 

I  herewith  submit  my  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
December  31,  1948.  A  summary  of  the  work  completed  the  past 
year,  outside  of  the  regular  routine  of  garbage  collections, 
street  cleaning,  cleaning  of  receivers  and  manholes,  sanding  of 
walks  and  roads,  snow  removals  and  the  patching  of  roads  are 
as  follows: 

Oiling 

The  following  streets  were  repaired  and  treated  with 
Tarvia:  Pleasant,  Franklin,  South,  Fremont,  Garden,  Lee  and 
Second. 

Repaired,  patched  and  oiled  due  to  sewer  and  water  pro- 
jects:  Myrtle,   Green   and  Second. 

Receivers 

Seven  new  receivers  were  installed  as  follows:  Main  St. 
2;  Spring  St.  2;  Union  St.  2;  Depot  St.  1. 

Approximately  one  hundred  ninety-five  tappings  have  been 
made  to  the  sewerage  system  due  mainly  to  the  construction  of 
new  homes  and  the  extension  of  the  systems. 

Cement  Walks 
Two  hundred  feet  of  cement  walk  has  been  constructed  on 
Elm  St.,  300  feet  on  Main  St.  and  300  feet  on  Union  St. 
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Playgrounds 
This  department  has  assisted  in  the  maintenance  of  the 
playgrounds  in  general,  erecting,  removing  and  storing  of  the 
equipment,  also  in  maintaining  the  baseball  field.  The  infield  was 
covered  and  regraded  this  fall  which  should  improve  the  play- 
ing surface  the  coming   season. 

Athletid  Fiela 
Due  to  the  purchase  of  the  new  athletic  field,  the  highway 
department  with  the  new  equipment,  grader,  shovel   and  roller 
were  able  to  assist  greatly   in  preparing  the  playing  field   for 
use  the  past  year. 

Trees 
Trees  have  been  trimmed  and  those  were  removed  which 
were  dangerous  to  the  public,  also  a  new  program  of  replacing 
those  removed  by  the  transplanting  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Sudbury  Nurseries  one  hundred  new  trees  consisting  of 
Norway  Maple,  Rock  Maple,  Silver  Maple,  White  Ash,  Lindens 
and  Siberian  Elms.  The  new  program  includes  plans  for  the 
purchase  of  a  few  trees  yearly. 

Patterson  Project 
A  gravel  packed  road  with  a  Tarvia  Surface  was  construct- 
ed from  High  St.  through  Drew  St.  to  Edmundson  St.  to  the 
Blackwater  road,  approximately  1000  feet  and  forty  feet  wide 
including  hot  top  sidewalks  four  feet  wide  on  both  sides  of  these 
streets  and  the  erection  of  four  new  receivers  to  care  for  the 
drainage  of   this  section. 

Equipment 
The  past  year  one  new  Dodge  truck  has  been  purchased 
including  equipment  for  the  removal  of  snow.  Also  two  new 
sanding  machines  purchased  and  a  new  sidewalk  plow  which 
will  greatly  assist  the  department  in  their  duties  through  the 
winter  months. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the   Mayor  and 
members  of  the  City  Council  for  their  assistance. 

Respectfully    submitted, 

Arthur  Gaudette, 
Street  Commissioner. 
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POLICE 

January  12,  1949 
To  The  Honorable  Mayor  and  City  Council. 

Gentlemen:  Respectfully  submitted  herewith  is  the  report 
of  the  City  Marshal  for  the  year  from  January  1,  1948  to  De- 
cember 31,  1948. 

Arrests 

Drunkeness  45 

Disorderly  conduct  -4 

Assault  9 

Non-support  2 

Disturbing  the  peace  1 

Vagabond  1 

Hunting  without   a  license  1 

Killing  wild  game  out  of  season  1 

Purchasing  liquor  for  a  minor  1 

Lascivious  conduct  5 

Failure  to  contribute  to  State  Unemployment  Bureau  2 

Abandonment  of  minor  children  1 

Operating  an  airplane  at  too  low  an  altitude  1 

Bastardy  1 

Selling  liquor  without  a  license  1 

Larceny  1 

Breaking  and  entering  1 

Taking  car  without  permit  of  owner  2 

Selling  mortgaged  property  and  auto  1 

Resisting  an  officer  1 


82 

Motor  Vehicle  Offenses 

Operating  under  the  influence  of  liquor  26 

Operating  without   a   license  19 

Operating  unregistered  auto  8 

Operating  after  license  has  been  revoked  3 

Failure  to  stop  at  a  stop  sign  14 

Operating  at  unreasonable  rate  of  speed  16 

Misuse  of  registration  plates  2 

Operating  with  inadequate  bi-akes  1 
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Failure  to  have  Motor  Vechicle  inspected  26 

Parking  in  restricted  place  1 

Operating  without  lights  1 

Failure  to  stop  for  Police  Officer  2 

Failure  to  notify  M.  V.  Dept.  change  in  address  1 
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Disposition  of  Cases 

Paid  fines  and  costs  of  court  166 

Committed  to  House  of  Correction  20 

Cases  continued  2 

Probation  1 

Suspended  2 

Placed  on  file  2 

Not  guilty  1 

Dismissed  1 

Nol  Pi'osque  2 

Appealed  5 

202 

Juvenile  Docket 

Disobedient  child  pending  investigation  1 

Disobedient  child  (on  probation)  1 

Juveniles  on  probation  2 

Violation  of  probation  2 

Returned  to  Industrial  School  2 

Miscellaneous 

All  Motor  Vehicle  accidents  reported  to  Police  168 

Cars  damaged  in  accidents  139 

Property  damaged  by  cars  11 

Persons  injured  in  auto  accidents  (adults)  12 

Minors  injured  in  auto  accidents  9 

Dogs  killed  by  autos  22 
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Auto  and  bicycle  collisions  5 

Dogs  hit  by  autos  11 

Complaints  about  dogs  17 

Goods  reported  lost  39 

Goods  reported  lost  (recovered)  19 

Goods  reported  stolen  1? 

Goods  reported  stolen   (recovered)  9 

Autos  reported  stolen  and  recovered  '1 

Bicycles  reported  stolen  and  recovered  it 

Persons  missing  and  returned  (adults)  10 

Persons  missing  and  returned  (minors)  11 

Assistance  to  persons  215 

Assistance  to  other  Departments  98 

Assistance  to  other  Police  Departments  104 

Arrests  for  other  Police  1 

Persons  for  safekeeping  41 

Persons  given  lodgings  228 

Doors  found  unlocked  198 

Street  lights  reported  out        '  65 

Fire  alarms  answered  by  Police  25 

Breaking  and  entering  (nothing  taken)  2 

Breaking  and  entering  3 

Escaped  prisoner  apprehended  1 

Forger  apprehended,  turned  over  to  Sanford  Police  1 

Beer  licence  suspended  1 

Person  killed  on  B  &  M  Railroad  track  1 

Persons  taken  to  N.  H.  State  Hospital  1 

Larceny  of  fowl,  turkeys  (one  case)  40 

Fowl  recovered  by  Police  21 

Complaints  about  on  sale  places  3 

Deserter  from  U.  S.  Navy  apprehended  1 

Complaints  reported  and  attended  to  by  Police  648 
No  fatal  accidents  for  the  year  of  1948 
Two  persons  seriously  injured  but  recovered 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  A.  Parsons 
City  Marshal 
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CITY  SOLICITOR 

Somersworth,  N.  H. 
January  1,  1949 
To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  City  Council: 
Gentlemen: 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  for  the  period  January  1,  1943, 
to  December  31,  1948. 

During  the  year  the  City  was  involved  in  no  civil  litigation. 
Various  matters  of  a  civil  nature  were  handled  including  the 
return  to  the  City  of  the  pumping  station  property  following 
the  death  of  Mr.  Seymour.  It  was  also  necessary  during  the 
year  to  obtain  various  rights  and  easements  for  the  extension 
of  the  sewer  system. 

The  usual  routine  matters  that  were  brought  to  my  aticn- 
tion  were  disposed  of.  The  City  has  once  again  maintained  its 
record  of  freedom  from  any  serious  crime.  The  usual  con'.- 
plaints  were  brought  before  the  Municipal  Court. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(s)  John  F.  Beamis, 

City  Solicitor. 

FOREST  GLADE  CEMETERY 

Somersworth,  N.  H. 
December  31,  1948 
Report  Of  The  Trustees  Of  Forest  Glade  Cemetery 
To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  members  of  the  City  Council: 
Gentlemen: 

Herewith  we  submit  a  report  of  the  affairs  of  Forest  Glade 
Cemetery  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1948,  as  made  up 
by  the  clerk: 

RECEIPTS 
Trust  Fund  Income  $     1,037.40 

Appropriation  5,000.00 

Cemetery  Income  1,022  40 


Total  Income  $     7,059.80 
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EXPENDITURES 
Labor  $     4,093.50 

Supplies  &  Repairs  1,534.33 


Total  Expenditures  .$     5,627.83 


Unexpended  Balance  $     1,431.97 

Respectfully  submitted, 
(s)  Melanie  W.  Sullivan 
Frank  H.  Kinsman 
Fred  Legro 
Trustees,  Forest  Glade  Cemetery 


CEMETERY  TRUST  FUNDS 

Total  for  year  ending  December  31,  1947  $  51,421.24 

Added  during  year  ending  December  31,  194&: 
Thwing  Lot,  Ave.  1.  S. 

Deposited  by  Leroy  Thwing  $        100.00 

Lola  Coding  Lot,  Ave.  A.  N. 

Deposited  by  Olive  Cile  200.00 

Wm.  &  Daniel  Davis  Lot,  Ave.  8.  N. 

Deposited  by  F.  L.  Davis  150.00 

Chas.  R.  Bragdon  Lot,  Ave.  H.  S. 

Deposited  by  Mrs.  Andrew  J.  Kelly  100.00 


Total  in  Somersworth  $  51,971.24 

CLERK  OF  COURT 

Somersworth,  New  Hampshire 
Clovis  L  Desmarais,  Justice 
William  R.  Fitts,  Clerk  January  1,  1949 

To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  City  Council: 
Gentlemen:     I  herewith  submit  the  report  of  the  Municipal 
Court  of  the  City  of  Somersworth,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  De- 
cember 31,  1948. 
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CRIMINAL  DOCKET 

Offenses 

Assault  &■ 

Abandonment  of  minor  children  1 

Dismissed  1. 

Resisting  officer  1 

Disorderly  conduct  4 

Drunkenness  45 

Non-support  2 

Vagabond  1 

Hunting  without  license  1 

Killing  wild  game  out  of  season  1 

Purchasing  intoxicating  liquor  for  minor  1 

Lascivious  conduct  5 

Failure  to  contribute  to  N.  H.  Unemployment  2 

Operating  airplane  at  low  altitude  1 

Bastax'dy  1 

Selling  liquor  without  license  1 

Larceny  1 

Breaking  &  entering  at  night-time  1 

Using  car  without  permission  of  owner  1 

Selling  a  mortgaged  motor  vehicle  1 
Operating  a  motor  vehicle  while  under  the  influence 

of  intoxicating  liquor  26 

Other  offenses  against  motor  vehicle  laws  95 

Total  number  arraigned  202 

Disposition  as  follows 

Appealed  to  Strafford  County  Superior  Court  5 

Committed  to  House  of  Correction  20 

Cases  continued  2 

Probation  1 

Suspended  2 

Not  Guilty  1 

Placed  on  file  2. 
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Dismissed  1 

Nol.  Pros.  2 

Paid  fines  and  costs  1^6 


No  Juvenile  Docket 

SMALL  CLAIMS  CASES 
Number  of  cases  settled  by  agreement 
Number  of  cases  in  which  orders  have  not  been 
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complied  with 

2 

Number  of  cases  that  have  paid  in  full 

4 

Total  number  of  cases  entered 

14 

Civil  Court 

Total  number  of  cases  entered 

17 

Receipts  from  fines,  costs,  civil 

court  fees 

Cash  on  Hand— January  1,  1948 

$ 

734.00 

January 

176.48 

February 

64.20 

March 

245.68 

April 

177.08 

May 

744.68 

June 

648.46 

July 

182.78 

August 

351.08 

September 

381.58 

October 

492.72 

November 

578.25 

December 

232.88 

$ 

5,009.87 

Expenditures 

City  of  Somersworth 

$ 

1,500.00 

State  motor  vehicle  Commissioner 

1,886.92 

Enoch  D.  Fuller,  Sec.  of  State 

4.50 

Supplies 

12.10 

Witness  fees 

672.25 
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Transportation  of  prisoners  137.50 

Printing  26.50 

Postage  3.00 

Cash  on  hand  December  31,  1948  767.10 

$     5,009.87 
Respectfully  submitted, 
(s)  W.  R.  Fitts,  Clerk 

LIBRARY 

To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  City  Council: 
Gentlemen: 

In  submitting  the  annual  report  of  the  Librarian,  the  trus- 
tees wish  to  compliment  her  for  the  very  efficient  manner  in 
v/hich  she  has  carried  on  her  work.  We  are,  indeed,  pleased 
with  her  work  in  selecting  new  books  that  meet  the  demands  of 
our  reading  public  both  for  entertainment  and  for  educational 
purposes,  and  still  keep  within  our  appropriation. 

It  was  brought  to  our  attention  last  November  that  possibly 
the  library  should  be  kept  open  for  two  nights  a  week.  Our 
Librarian  very  happily  accepted  the  plan  and  immediately  put 
it  into  operation.  However,  after  a  five  month  trial,  the  trus- 
tees found  that  there  apparently  was  no  public  demand  for  this 
needless  expenditure  of  money  and  returned  to  the  original 
schedule. 

We  wish  to  thank  you  for  the  splendid  support  you  have 
given  us  during  the  past  year.  We  feel  that  you  realize  the 
difficulty  we  have  in  keeping  within  our  budget  and  still  keep- 
ing our  standard  high.  We  are  satisfied,  however,  that  if  the 
finances  of  the  city  permit,  you  will  increase  our  appropriation 
accordingly. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Henry  P.  Mullen 
Celopie  Semitros 
Anna  M.  Morin 
Max  M.  Isacoff 
Roland  A.  Jenkins 

Trustees 
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Somersworth,  N.  H. 
January  1,  1949 

To  the  Ti-ustees  of  the  Somersworth  Public  Library: 

Herewith  is  presented  my  report  of  the  work  of  the  library 
during  the  past  twelve  months. 

The  public  library  is  accepted  as  an  important  part  of  com- 
munity life.  The  people  willingly  pay  taxes  for  its  support,  as 
they  do  to  maintain  schools,  the  fire,  police  anri  other  depai-t- 
ments. 

Since  the  public  library  is  so  important  in  the  educational 
and  cultural  life  of  our  city,  it  is  well  to  review  its  service  for 
the  past  year. 

The  administration  of  the  library  has  been  conducted  as  in 
previous  years. 

Book  selection  is  an  important  part  of  a  librarian's  work. 
One  must  consider  the  books  that  should  be  purchased  to  fulfill 
the  library's  purpose.  This  task  requires  that  one  must  be  con- 
versant with  the  book  reviews  in  the  book  reviewing  magazines, 
since  the  reference  department  is  dependent  upon  these  selec- 
tions when  seeking  answers  to  the  many  questions  presented 
daily,  as  well  as  constant  requests  for  the  latest  best-sellers  and 
popular  publications,  both  in  fiction  and  non-nction. 

New  books  have  been  added  i-egularly  the  fifteenth  day  of 
each  month. 

Unless  a  library  has  a  policy  of  continuing  purchase  of 
l3ooks,  its  collection  will  soon  become  obsolete  and  of  little  use. 

To  the  general  public  the  library  tasks  which  are  seen — 
the  securing  of  books  for  home  use,  and  the  finding  of  informa- 
tion in  a  specific  book — may  seem,  to  be  rather  simple  work.  In 
many  cases  it  is,  but  to  the  librarian  it  represents  hours  of  be- 
hind-the-scenes activity;  it  requires  work  of  which  the  patron  of 
the  library  is  seldom  aware.  Ordering,  classifying,  cataloging, 
indexing,  repairing,  and  related  work. 

During  the  year  numerous  exhibits  of  books  of  special  sub- 
jects were  arranged  in  the  library  and  all  attracted  attention 
nnd  helped  to  increase  the  book  circulation.  There  were  2181 
more  books  loaned  for  home  use  than  in  the  previous  year. 

A  special  effort  was  made  during  Children's  Book  Week  to 
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display  some  of  the  most  attractive  new  books  for  young  peo- 
ple. These  books  were  used  as  an  exhibit  at  a  P.  T.  A.  meeting 
in  October  at  which  time  your  librarian  gave  a  short  resume  of 
new  books  with  special  interest  and  appeal  tc  children. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  New  Hampshire  Library  Asso- 
ciation which  I  attended  in  Concord  last  May  was  a  very  helpful 
one.  It  is  pleasant  to  meet  other  librarians  of  the  state,  renew 
friendships  and  exchange  ideas  of  mutual  benefit. 

Among  gifts  received  were  the  following: 
America,  a  weekly  magazine  from  Rev.  J.  F.  Happny 
Dead  Run  by  Helen  Holley  from  Mrs.  Reba  Lord  Bigelow 
Somersworth  Free  Press,  52  copies  a  year 
Chinese  Picked  Tales,  written  by  Tehyi  Hsieh,  a  gift  from  Mr. 

and  Mrs.  Varney 
Sketches  From  My  Scrapbooks  and  Diaries  from  John  H.  Bart- 

lett 
Mother  of  Clubs,  Life  of  Caroline  Severance,  a  gift  from  Mabel 

Tibbetts 

Lois  Lenski,  an  outstanding  writer  of  books  for  young  peo- 
ple, presented  an  interesting  set  of  original  pen  and  ink  draw- 
ings for  her  book  "Bound  Girl  of  Cobble  Hill."  Miss  Lenski  not 
only  writes  but  she  illustrated  her  books.  We  have  a  collection 
of  her  books  in  the  Children's  Corner  and  the  drawings  have 
been  placed  in  three  frames  which  make  an  attractive  display. 

In  the  reading  room  25  magazines  were  received  by  sub- 
scription and  13  by  gift,  and  complimentary  subscription,  and 
their  contents  made  available  by  the  use  of  Readers'  Guide  to 
Periodical  Literature,  which  is  an  index  issued  twice  a  month. 
These  magazines  are  rich  sources  of  material  on  current  sub- 
jects, and  the  Guide  makes  it  easy  to  locate  a  particular  article, 
story,  poem  or  other  material.  It  is  indexed  by  author,  title  and 
subject  and  it  also  lists  special  features,  illustrations,  diagrams, 
tables  and  bibliogiaphies. 

Library  expenses  have  surged  upward  during  the  last  few 
years.     Book  prices  have  increased  from  20  to  40  per  cent. 

Binding  is  another  major  item  in  the  library  budget  and  a 
similar  increase  is  noted  here.  An  8  inch  volume  that  cost  75c 
to  bind  in  1946  now  costs  $1.11;  magazines  that  cost  $175  to 
Jbind  in  1946  now  cost  $2.65. 
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Magazine  subscriptions  have  advanced  from  25  to  100  per- 
cent, depending  on  the  title. 

Many  library  supplies  are  no  longer  available;  of  those 
ti'at  are,  prices  have  increased  from  25  to  75  per  cent. 

These  facts  will  need  to  be  considered  when  the  library 
budget  for  the  year  ahead  is  estimated! 

Miss  Ethel  Wexler  and  Miss  Dorothy  Bontaites  were  very 
efficient  helpers  during  the  year,  and  at  this  time  I  wish  to  ex- 
press my  appreciation  of  their  assistance. 

Sincere  appreciation  of  the  cooperation,  of  the  library  trus- 
tees is  also  expressed  at  this  time. 

A  table  of  statistics  has  been  prepared  showing  the  work 
during  1948. 

STATISTICAL  REPORT 
Number  of  days  open  during  the  year  252" 

Closed  Wednesdays,  Sundays  and  legal  holidays 
Hours:    Week-days  2:00  to  6:00  P.  M.,  excepting 
Saturdays,  2:00  to  8:00  P.  M. 
BOOKS 
Volumes  in  library,  January  1,  194S  20,447 

Acquired  during  1948  ,  447 

(by  purchase  424;  by  gift  23) 

(Adult  books  358;  Juvenile  89)  

20,894 
V»'ithdrawn  during  the  year  178 


Books  in  library,  January  1,  1949  20,716' 

REGISTRATION 

Borrowers  registered  during  the  year  212 

Total  number  of  card  holders,  January  1,  1949  2,324 

CIRCULATION 
Total  number  of  books  loaned  16,883^ 

(Adult  books,  12,273;  Juvenile,  4,610) 

CIRCULATION  BY  CLASSES 
General  works  45 

Philosophy  and  Religion  132 

50 


Sociology  545 

Language  and  Litei-ature  442 

Natural  Science  275 

Useful  and  Fine  Arts  1,109 

History  and  Travel  597 

Biography  368 

Magazines  1,198 

Pamphlets  189 

Pictures  19 

French  Books  '^3 

Music  37 


Total  non-fiction  5,032 

Total  fiction  11,851 


Total  circulation  16,883 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Leona  H.  Savithes,  Librarian 


BOARD  OF  HEALTH 

To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  City  Council: 
Gentlemen: 

I  hereby  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing December  31,  1948: 

Burled  nuisance  120 

Complaints  from  other  sources  68 

Disinfection  of  houses  6 

Issued  43  milk  licenses  @  $2.00  $86.00 

Issued  4  milk  licenses  exempt  by  law  of  fee  4 

Contagious  diseases  none 

(s)  Peter  N.  Chasse, 
Sanitary  Officer 
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WATER  WORKS 


Board  of  Water  Commissioners 

Somersworth, 

New  Hampshire 

Gentlemen: 

I  respectfully  submit  to  you  the  report  of  the  Water  De- 
partment for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1948. 

The  following  is  an  itemized  report  of  the  accomplishments, 
of  the  Department: 

New  Services  21 

Old  Services  renewed  12 

Services  turned  off  or  on  20 

Leaks  checked  and  repaired  41 

Meter  readings  checked  36 

Freezeups  34 

Meter  Changes  31 

New  Meters  installed  24 
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Amount  of  Water  pumped— 1948  138,436,250  gallons 

Amount  of  Water  pumped — 1947  114,466,000  gallons 

The  increase  in  the  amount  of  water  pumped  is  due  mainly 
to  an  increase  in  new  services  installed  in  the  new  building  pro- 
jects and  the  amount  used  by  the  General  Electric  Company. 

There  was  considerable  new  construction  during  the  year. 
It  was  financed  from  the  proceeds  of  a  bond  issue  of  $29,000.00. 
LOCATION  No.  Feet   6  in.  Main 

Second  and  Burke  Streets  723 

Main  Street  1,251 

Bennett  Development  610 

Myi-tle  Street  505 

Indigo  Hill  Road  1,037 

Blackwater  Road  979 

Wilson  Street  422 

Laurier  Street  825 


Total 


6,352 
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In  addition  there  were  installed  nine  new  hydrants  and 
twenty-seven  new  sei'vices.  The  extensions  enable  many  of  our 
people,  to  have  city  water  as  well  as  added  fire  protection. 

A  new  Dodge  service  truck  with  a  standai'd  service  body 
has  been  purchased.  This  is  a  great  improvement  for  the  con- 
veying of  tools,  parts  and  stock  to  and  from  the  several  jobe. 

A  new  adding  machine  was  purchased  for  the  office.  A 
new  recording  gauge  has  been  installed  in  the  office  of  the  Su- 
perintendent. The  gauge  records  the  starting  and  stopping  of 
the  pumps  at  the  Wells  as  well  as  the  pressure.  It  likewise  re- 
cords any  sudden  changes  in  pressure  in  case  of  fires,  breaks  or 
leaks  resulting  in  the  department's  immediate  knowledge  of  any 
serious  trouble  oa  the  mains  or  at  the  Wells. 

The  following  is  the  Comparative  Balance  as  submitted  to 
the  Public  Service  Commission  and  also  Comparative  State- 
ment of  Operations. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(s)   John  R.  Hodsdon, 

Superintendent. 


Exhibit  A 


Somersworth  Water  Works 
COMPARATIVE   BALANCE  SHEET 

As  of  December  31,  1948,  1947 

ASSETS 


Fixed  Assets 

Land  $ 

Water  Supply  Structure 
Pumping  Station  Struc- 
ture 
Water  Supply  Equipment 
Pumping  Station  Equip- 
ment 
Purification  Equipment 


Increase 

or 

1948 

1947 

Decrease 

2,200.00  $ 

2,200.00  $ 

22,491.01 

22,491.01 

32,869.20 

32,869.20 

35,913.22 

35,913.22 

11,199.77 

11,199.77 

1,076.18 

1,076.18 
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Water  Storage  Equip- 


ment 

19,275.41 

19,275.41 

Distribution  Mains 

118,572.65 

95,543.65 

23,029.00 

Services 

23,795.54 

18,969.87 

4,825.67 

Hydrants 

9,572.89 

8,03  7.89 

1,535.00 

Meters 

12,755.79 

12,394  59 

361.20 

Truck 

1,341.09 

560.00 

781.09 

Other  Equipment 

741.65 

588.65 

153.00 

Total  Fixed  Assets      $ 

291,804.40  $ 

261,119.44  $ 

30,684.96 

Current  Assets 

Materials  &  Supplies      $ 

8,086.18  $ 

6,749.83  $ 

1,330.35 

Accounts  Receivable 

12,097.36 

10,624.24 

1,473.12 

Total  Current  Assets 

20,183.54 

17,374.07 

2,809.47 

TOTAL  ASSETS         $  311,987.94  $  278,493.51  $     33,494.43 


LIABILITIES 

Capital  Liabilities 

Municipal  Investments  $  100,392.79  $  100,392.79  $ 

Bonded  Debt  29,000.00  3,000.00         26,000.00 


Total  Capital 

Liabilities 

$  129,392.79  $ 

103,392.79  $ 

26,000.00 

Contributions  to  Aid 

in  Construction 

21,420.35 

21,420.35 

Accrued  Interest 

30.00 

30.00 

Reserve  for  Depre- 

ciation 

141,848.44 

137,379.77 

4,468.67- 

Surplus 

19,296.36 

16,270.60 

3,025.76 

TOTAL  LIABILITIES 

$  311,987.94  $  278,493.51  $     33,494.43: 
*  Denotes  Red 
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Exhibit  K 
Somersworth  Water  Works 
COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT    OF  OPERATIONS 

For  the  Fiscal  Years  Ending  December  31,  1948,  1947 


1948 


1947 


l^et  Income  Before 
Depreciation 


19,619.31 
56 


19,357.57 


Increas3 

or 
Decrease 


Income: 

Commercial  Sales 

and  Job  Work  $     34,694.13  $     30,680.15  $       4,013.98 


Total   Income 

34,694.13 

30,680.15 

4,013.98 

Other  Expenses: 

Pumping  Station,  Labor 

1,557.59 

1,556.62 

.97 

Pumping  Station, 

Expense 

276.70 

404.00 

*127.30 

Power  Purchased 

3,013.00 

2,552.37 

460.63 

Superintendence 

1,544.50 

1,513.95 

30.53 

Distribution  of 

Supplies 

254.05 

109.80 

144.25 

Repairs  to  Mains 

50.00 

333.32 

*288.32 

Repairs  to  Services 

3,163.44 

447.98 

2,715.40 

Repairs  to  Hydrants 

582.39 

556.17 

26.22 

Repairs  to  Meters 

17.10 

243.20 

*226.10 

Repairs  to  Wells 

42.81 

229.16 

*186.35 

Office  Salaries  &  Expense 

1,840.63 

1,562.25 

278.38 

General   Expenses 

740.94 

826.90 

*85.96 

Insurance 

263.55 

116.42 

147.13 

Shop  Expense 

489.50 

258.70 

230.&0 

Truck  Expense 

353.88 

396.74 

*42.86 

Interest 

120.00 

210.00 

*90.00 

Distribution  Labor 

692.74 

692.74 

Purification  Expense 

72.00 

72.00 

Total  Expense              $ 

15,074.82  $ 

11,322.58  $ 

3,752.24 

261.74 


Depreciation 

5,028.67 

5,035.87 

'■=7.20 

Net  Income  for  the  Year 
Balance  of  Cash  Appro- 
priated by  the   City 

14,590.64 
12,014.88 

14,321.70 
8,453.13 

268.94 
3,561.75 

INCREASE  IN 

SURPLUS                 $ 
*  Denotes  Red 

2,575.76  $ 

5,868.57  $ 

*3,292.81 
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FIRE  CHIEF 


Somersworth,   N.    H. 

January  1,  1949. 
To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  City  Council: 
Gentlemen: 

I  am  very  gi-ateful  to  the  residents  of  Somersworth  for 
their  cooperation  during  my  first  year  as  Chief  of  the  Fire 
Dept. 

The  Somersworth  Fire  Department  answered  98  calls  dur- 
ing 1948  which  were  as  follows: 

Residential  calls  66 

Store    calls    3 

Grass  &  Brush  calls  27 

False    alarms    2 

Total    calls    answered    98 

My  most  sincere  thanks  to  my  board  of  engineers  and 
the  Somersworth  Fire  Department. 

Is/  Edward  A.  Caron, 

Chief. 
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FIRE  ALARM  BOXES 

5  Depot  and  Main  streets 

6  Main  and  Franklin  streets 

12  City  Hall 

13  Main  and  Spring  streets 

14  Main  and  Indigo  Hill  road 

15  Third  street 

16  New  Dam 

18  General  Electric  Co. 

21  Franklin  and  Green  streets 

23  Myrtle  and  Green  streets 

24  Tremont  and  Green  streets 

25  Pleasant   and  West  Green  streets 
20  Franklin  and  Garden  streets 

31  High  and  Washington  streets 

32  High  and  South  streets 

34  Bartlett  avenue 

35  Black  Harry  Clay 

36  Central  Park 

41  Highland  and  Grand  streets 
43  Lincoln  street 
45  Lily  Pond  road 

51  Court  and  Washington  streets 

52  High  and  Fore  streets 
54  Market  street 

56  Somersworth  Shoe 

62  West  High  St.  and  Maple  St.  Ext. 
651  West  High  and  Cement  road 

Test:  2  blasts,  6  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  12  noon 
1  blast:     Engmcers'  Call 

2-2-2  Housq  call 

4  Out  of  town  and  brush  fires 

1-1  No-school  signal 
Morning,  7.30-7.45 
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CITY  TREASURER 

Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council: 

The   City   Treasurer   hex-ewith   submits   his   report  for   the 
year  ending  Dec.  31,  1948 


TREASURER,  IN  ACCOUNT  WITH  THE  CITY  OF 
SOMERSWORTH,  N.  H. 

DR. 

To  Cash  Balance 

Jan.  1,  1948     $ 
Auto  Taxes,  1947 
Auto  Taxes,  1948 
Cemetery  Trust 

Fund, 
Cemetery  Trust 

Funds  Income, 
'Cemetery  Income, 
Chandler  Building, 
Chandler  Fund 

Income, 
City   Hall, 
Dog  Licenses,  1947 
Dog  Licenses,  1948 
Miscellaneous 

Licenses, 
Notes  Payable, 
Police   Court  Fees, 
State   of   New 
Hampshire, 

Sundries, 

Taxes  1942 

Taxes  1943 

Taxes  1944 

Taxes  1945 

Taxes   1946 

Taxes  1947 

Taxes  1948 

Water  Works, 


Bonds,  Athletic 

4,564.49 

Field                      $ 

2,199.01 

120.21 

Cemetery, 

5,335.83 

10,550.25 

Cemetery  Trust 

Fund, 

550.00 

550.00 

Chandler   Building, 

665.73 

City  Hall, 

30.60 

1,037.40 

County  Tax, 

22,596.79 

1,022.40 

Damages,  Tank 

540.00 

Truck 
Damages,  Hook    & 

2,479.72 

40.20 

Ladder  Truck  Rep 

.       187.52 

3,120.00 

Fire  Department, 

7,888.06 

6.67 

Health, 

3.53 

358.00 

Highways, 

30,231.57 

Highways,  Special 

1,562.93 

550.00 

Highway   Equip- 

187,000.00 

ment, 

3,630.40 

1,500.00 

Hydrant, 

4,000.00 

Income  Tax, 

10,519.20 

18,059.40 

Interest, 

1,645.06 

9,588.48 

4.00 

Lights, 

10,820.82 

24.00 

Road  Roller, 

2,067.00 

27.00 

Macadamizing, 

2,606.48 

122.00 

Miscellaneous, 

2,723.00 

608.85 

Municipal  Building, 

1,419.21 

13,054.02 

Notes  Payable, 

189,500.00 

210,358.12 

Outstanding 

35,327.00 

Checks, 

4,582.19 
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DR. 

CR. 

Rent    Pumping 

Police, 

23,202.13 

Station 

166.66 

Public  Library, 

2,955.08 

Sewer  &  Water 

Printing, 

2,669.25 

Bonds 

60,157.50 

Salaries, 

22,902.05 

Old  City  Barn 

360.00 

Schools, 

93,698.37 

T.  R.  A. 

513.79 

STATE    OF    N.    H. 

ITEMS 

Sundries, 

5,907.54 

Railroad    Tax, 

1,555.95 

Tax    Sales 

576.40 

Savings  Bank  Tax 

1,348.75 

Water  Works, 

23,023.34 

Interest  and  Dividend 

Welfare  &  Relief, 

8,357.01 

Tax, 

2,855.52 

District   Nurse 

School  Allotment 

12,299.18 

Service 
Workmen's    Com- 
pensation, 

1,000.00 

$ 

18,059.40 

1,421.25 

Blue    Cross, 

1,517.15 

Soldiers    Aid 

232.74 

SUNDRIES    ITEMS 

Water  &  Sewerage 

Gravel, 

9.30 

Extension 

60,623.20 

Highway    Depart- 

- 

ment, 

126.90 

$  555,843.95 

Rent  of  Equip- 

- 

ment, 

76.50 

Sale  of  Ford 
Truck 

School   Depart- 
ment, 

Fire   Department, 

Release  Pumping 
Sta.  Property, 

Rent  Pleasant  St. 
Property, 

400.00 

4,086.39 
50.00 

2,802.26 

90.00 

SUNDRIES  ITEMS 

Memorial  Day,                   600.00 

Repairs   on  Public 

Buildings,                     1,108.50 

Noble  Pines,                    2,583.99 

Special  Appropria- 
tion,                              1,555.94 

Special  Poll  Taxes             59.11 

Refund  Tel.  Bill- 

City  Marshal 

95.29 

Refund  Fire  Dept. — 

Training, 

18.34 

Refund  Old  Age 

Assistance, 

140.93 

Blue    Cross— 1948 

71.60 

Redemptions, 

827.25 
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DR. 

Sale   of  Land— D. 

Gagne   to  H.  L. 

Brewster 

100.00 

Refund   Federal  Tax 

Dodge   Truck, 

96.00 

Refund    Playground 

22.29 

Playground — base- 

ball   suits, 

69.91 

Election   Filing, 

20.00 

Interest  on  Taxes — 

1946 

38.18 

Interest  on  Taxes — 

1947 

73.77 

Sale— 3  Type- 

writers, 

75.00 

Eeimb.  Legal  Opin- 

ions &  Stationary 

282.07 

Sale  of   Plans   & 

Maps, 

16.50 

TOTAI^ 

SUNDRIES 

ITEMS              $ 

9,588.48 

i         Total                  $ 

558,816.65 

CR. 


TOTAL- 
SUNDRIES 

ITEMS  $       5,907.54 

By  balance  on  hand, 

$       2,972.70 


Total 


$  558,816.65 


Yvonne   Turcotte, 
City  Treasurer 
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PLAYGROUNDS 

To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council: 
Gentlemen: 

The  city  of  Somersworth  is  most  fortunate  in  having  such 
outstanding  playground   facilities,   and   we   of   the   playground 


staff  have  planneil  aiid  aLLtiiipLtu  uu  caiiy  out  cHi  ail-iuuiiu 
program  to  keep  pace  with  these  facilities.  All  regular  play- 
ground acti^/ities  included:  basketball,  baseball,  touch  football, 
talent  shows,  hikes,  pet  shows,  doll  carriage  contests,  swings, 
teeters,  wading,  story  telling,  records,  swimming  meets  in  the 
wading  pool,  and  many  other  playground  activities.  Baseball 
and  football  fundamental  classes  were  held  periodically  to  teach 
the  youngsters  the  basic  fundamentals  of  these  sports. 

Approximately  120  boys  were  taken  to  Boston  to  witness 
big  league  baseball  games,  to  visit  the  Boston  Commons  and 
the  FVanklin  Park  Zoo.  These  boys  were  selected  on  the  basis 
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of  their  attendance  and  good  conduct.  These  trips  were  made 
possible  by  the  collections  taken  at  the  Playground  all-star 
baseball  games. 

A  group  of  40  girls  enjoyed  an  all  day  outing  at  Ogunquit 
Beach;  these  girls  wei'e  escorted  by  playground  instructors  and 
transported  in  private  cars  donated  by  interested  citizens. 
Games,    swimming,    and    box    lunches    kept    all    of    these    girls 


happy  and  helped  to  make  this  a  very  successful  outing.  This 
trip  was  an  award  for  attendance  and  conduct. 

Tennis  proved  to  be  a  very  popular  sport  for  all  youngsters. 
Playgrounds  Inc.  purchased  8  tennis  rackets  for  the  use  of 
youngsters  and  they  were  used  continually  during  the  summer 
season.  Several  tennis  tournaments  were  held  and  a  total  of 
60  youngsters  took  part  in  these  events. 

Playgrounds  Inc.  also  sponsored  a  Finger  Painting  class 
conducted  by  Mrs.  Charles  Ingalls.  This  proved  to  be  an  out- 
standing success  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  program  can  be  con- 
tinued and  expanded  next  year.  Mr.  Paul  Brochu  is  also  to  be 
commended  for  his  work  with  some  of  the  promising  young 
artists. 

A  closing  day  program,  sponsored  jointly  by  Somersworth 
playgrounds  and  Playgrounds  Inc.,  was  witnessed  by  1500  men, 
v/omen  and  children.    The  events  included  track  and  field  games, 
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two  championship  baseball  games,  junior  tennis  finals,  father 
and  son  horseshoe  championship,  a  doll  carriage  contest,  and  a 
v^ater  battle  between  the  Berwick  and  Somersworth  fire  depart- 
ments. Tonic  and  ice  cream,  donated  by  Playgrounds  Inc.,  were 
served  to  500  children. 

Lorraine  Morin,  Irene  Bernier,  Maurice  Ross,  and  Robert 
Dumais  served  as  the  playground  Supervisors  and  are  to  be 
commended  for  their  excellent  work  in  making  the  playground 
season  the  success  that  it  was. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Dale  G.  O'Connell, 
Playground  Director 


Bonded  Indebtedness 


WATER  BONDS 

Pursuant  to  v-  unanimous  vote  of  the  City  Council  at  the 
meeting  held  July  19,  1948,  the  City  Treasurer  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  were  authorized  to  issue  $29,000.00  bonds  for 
improvement  of  a  permanent  nature  to  the  city's  water  system, 
said  bonds  to  be  dated  July  1,  1948  and  to  be  payable  July  1, 
$8,000.00  in  1949  and  $7,000.00  in  each  of  the  years  1950,  1951 
and  1952  inclusive. 

Rate— 1-3/4% 
Date  issued     Amt.  issued     Amt.  redeemed     Outstanding    7.1.48 


July  1,  194S 

$29,000.00             

- 

$29,000.00 

MATURITIES 

Due  Date 

Principal 

Interest 

Jan.     1,  1949 

$ 

253.75 

July    1,  1949 

$ 

8,000.00 

253.75 

Jan.     1,  1950 

183.75 

July    1,  1950 

7,000.00 

183.75 

Jan.     1,  1951 

122.50 

July    1,  1951 

7,000.00 

122.50 

Jan.     1,  1952 

61.25 

July    1,  1952 

7,000.00 

61.25 

$ 

29,000.00 

$ 

1,242.50 
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SEWER  BONDS 

Pursuant  to  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  City  Council  at  the 
meeting  held  July  19,  1948,  the  City  Treasurer  and  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance  were  authorized  to  issue  $31,000.00  bonds  for 
improvements  of  a  permanent  nature  to  the  city's  Sewer  system 
to  be  dated  July  1,  1948  and  to  be  payable  July  1,  $10,000.00  in 
1949  and  $7,000.00  in  each  of  the  years  1950,  1951  and  1952  in- 
clusive. 

Rate— 1-3/4% 
Date  issued     Amt.  issued     Amt.  redeemed     Outstanding    7.1.48 
July   1,   1948       $31,000.00 


Due  Date 

Jan. 

1949 

July 

1949 

Jan. 

1950 

July 

1950 

Jan. 

1951 

July 

1951 

Jan. 

1952 

July 

1952 

MATURITIES 

Principal 

Interest 

$ 

271.25 

$  10,000.00 

271.25 
183.75 

7,000.00 

183.75 
122.50 

7,000.00 

122.50 
61.25 

7,000.00 

61.25 

$  31,000.00     $     1,277.50 

Valuation 

1947  1948 

Real  Estate  $  3,354,825.00  $  3,847,305.00 


Growing  Wood  and  Timber 

2.800.00 

2,800.00 

Electric  Plants 

959,300.00 

983,700.00 

Horses,  (26) 

2,450.00 

2,950.00   (   25  ) 

Cows,  (165) 

16,500.00 

14,600.00   (146  ) 

Other  neat  stock,    (7) 

700.00 

200.00   (   2     ) 

Hogs,   (5) 

85.00 

40.00   (   2     ) 

Fowls,  (5879) 

5,895.00 

2,855.00   (2855; 

Portable  Mills 

5.200.00 

5,000.00 

Value  of  Wood  and  Lumber 

4,200.00 

7,700.00 
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Gasoline   pumps  and   tanks  3,825.00  5,235.00 

Value  of  stock  in  trade  &62,850.00  830,790.00 
Mills,  machinery  and 

factories  256,515.00  367,830.00 


$  5,346,640.00  $  6,071,005.00 
Somersworth  National  Bank 

771  shares                             $             771.00  $  780.00   (780  ) 
Somersworth  First  National  Bank 

806  shares                                           806.00  774.00  (774  ) 
Rochester  First  National  Bank 

25  shares                                                   6.25  6.25   (   25   ) 

Soldiers'  exemptions                      128,505.00  191,865.00 

Poll  Taxes,  3111   @  $2.00               6,222.00  6,196.00   (3098) 


Appropriations,  1948-1947 


1948 

1947 

T.  R.  A. 

$        513.79 

$       513.06 

Cemetery 

5,000.00 

3,500.00 

Fire  Department 

8,000.00 

6,500.00 

Highway 

32,700.00 

28,000.00 

Hydrants 

4,000.00 

4,000.00 

Library 

3,170.00 

3,080.00 

Macadam 

3,000.00 

2,500.00 

Miscellaneous 

2,000.00 

1,500.00 

Muricipai  Building 

1,000.00 

800.00 

Somersworth  District  Nursing  Sei-vice 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

Noble  Pines 

2,500.00 

2,000.00 

Interest     Notes  Payable 

1,513.95 

1,126.25 

Police  Department 

22,800.00 

16,500.00 

Printing 

2,500.00 

1,000.00 

Repairs  to  Public  Buildings 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

Salaries 

20,805.00 

22,000.00 

Schools 

90,000.00 

83,176.56 

Street  Lights 

10,834.00 

9,700.00 

Welfare  &  Relief 

9,300.00 

9,000.00 
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County  Tax  22,596.79         23,576.44 

Memorial   Day  600.00             600.00 

Workmen's  Compensation  1,300.00           1,000.00 

Highway  Special    Equipment  15,000.00         13,000.00 

Worthington  Pump  734.53 

Gasoline  Road   Roller   Repairs  2,067.00 

Trees  500.00 

Parks  300.00 

Dodge  Truck  (2  ton)  Highway  3,630.40 

Hook   &  Ladder  Truck  Repairs  800.00 

U.  S.  W.  V.  Celebration  100.00 

Highway    Special    (Construction)  1,500.00 

Fire  Tank  Truck  2,500.00 

Retirement   (Employees)  1,025.00 

High  School  Bonds  6,000.00 

High  School  Bonds,  Interest  255.00 

Noble  Pines  Special  3,103.78 

Workmen's  Compensation  1,000.00 

Highway  Special  (Sewers)  2,000.00 

Highway  Special  Equipment  13,000.00 


Total  Appropriations  $    274,290.46  $    246,431.09 

Amount  to  be  raised   by  Taxation         214,193.42       188,681.74 
Total  Valuation  6,071,005.00    5,346,640.00 

1947    Tax    rate    approved    by    Tax   Commission,    $36.00    per 
$1,000.00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Romeo    St.    Laurent, 
Simeon   Rainville, 
Norman    A.     Fournier, 

Committee   on   Finance. 

The  foregoing  list  of  Appropriations  for  1948  was  amended 
and  accepted  at  a  Public  Hearing  held  June  3,  1948. 
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Tax  Rate  in  N-  H.  Cities,  1948-1947 


Somersworth 

Laconia 

Rochester 

Manchester 

Claremont 

Nashua 

Portsmouth 

Keene 

Franklin 

Berlin 

Concord 

Dover 


1948  1947 


36.00 

$  36.00 

38.00 

36.00 

39.00 

35.50 

41.00 

37.00 

41.10 

36.70 

41.30 

36.90 

41.70 

37.00 

42.50 

35.00 

43.00 

38.00 

46.00 

46.00 

46.10 

41.90 

51.00 

42.70 
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THE  CHURCH 


In  New  Hampshire  the  chui'ch  has  always  been  an  impor- 
tant factor  of  life.  The  founding  of  a  settlement  and  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  church  in  that  settlement  went  hand  in  hand  in 
the  early  history  of  the  State. 

The  setting  off  of  the  "Parish  of  Summersworth"  in  1729, 
included  in  its  act  of  incorporation  provisions  for  the  erection 
of  a  meeting  house  and  procurance  of  a  "learned  Orthodox 
Minister." 

In  the  subsequent  years  there  have  been  in  Somersworth 
constant  and  consistent  recognition  of  the  character  and  spir- 
itual education  of  the  church.  Because  this  influence  permeates 
the  whole  field  of  human  relations,  the  church  stands  as  the 
fundamental  factor  in  the   life  of  this   community  today. 
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First  Parish  Church 


The  First  Parish  Church  of  Somersworth  was  incorporated 
November  26,  1P48.  The  act  of  incorporation  is  the  most  recent 
step  in  the  development  of  the  church  as  it  adjusted  itself  to 
the  changing  scene  in  Somersworth. 

In  September  of  1827  two  churches  were  founded  here.  One 
was  the  High  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  building 
that  the  Methodists  erected  now  houses  the  First  Parish  Church. 
The  other  church  that  was  founded  in  September  of  1827  was 
the  First  Congregational  Church.  The  building  that  the  Con- 
gregationalists  erected  is  now  the  meeting  place  of  the  Veterans 
of  Foreign  Wars. 

The  spiritual  ancestor  of  the  First  Parish  Church  was  the 
Old  Parish  Church  of  the  township  of  Summersworth  in  what  is 
now  Rollinsford.  From  1730  to  1828  the  pastors  of  Old  Parish 
Church  supplied  here  when  occasion  demanded,  but  for  the  most 
part,  the  residents  of  the  area  that  is  now  Somersworth  attend- 
ed church  in  Berwick,  Maine. 

In  1823  the  Great  Falls  Manufacturing  Company  was  in- 
corporated and  the  settlement  grew  so  rapidly  that  the  forma- 
tion of  the  two  churches  was  warranted  four  years  later.  Land 
grants  were  made  by  the  company  and  the  two  church  groups 
erected  their  buildings.  The  Reverend  Giles  Campbell  was  the 
first  Methodist  minister.  The  Reverend  Reuben  Porter  of  Old 
Parish  Church  supplied  for  the  Congregationalists. 

The  two  churches  grew  side  by  side  for  over  100  years. 
From  1851 — 1S85  there  was  a  second  Methodist  Church  on  Main 
Street.  It  was  absorbed  into  High  Street  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  In  1929  the  two  bodies  drew  closer  together  and  fed- 
erated. The  Reverend  Richard  Kellogg,  then  pastor  of  the 
Methodist  Charch,  continued  as  pastor  of  the  Federated  Church. 
The  federation  lasted  only  eight  years  because  the  people  who 
worshiped  in  the  new  church  wanted  an  even  closer  tie.  So  the 
Methodist  folk  gave  up  their  denominational  ties  but  retained 
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their  building  and  the  Congregationalists  sold  their  building 
but  did  bring  their  denomination  with  them  to  the  Methodist 
Church.  The  Reverend  Arthur  J.  Snow  was  minister  at  the 
time.  The  name  chosen  for  the  united  church  was  First  Parish 
Church — CongrGgational. 

Through  the  First  Parish  Church  or  its  predecessors,  108 
clergymen  havo  served  the  people  of  Somersworth.  T^iey  are, 
of  course,  too  numerous  to  mention  individually,  but  a  few 
should  be  remembered  for  their  great  contribution  to  this  com- 
munity. The  Reverend  James  Pike,  first  minister  of  Old  Parish 
Church,  served  his  parishioners  for  sixty  years.  That  is  by  far 
the  longest  pastorate.  Two  of  the  ministers  were  college  presi- 
dents. The  Reverend  Horatio  Butterfield,  1861 — 1865,  was  later 
president  of  Olivet  College.  The  Reverend  Frank  G.  Wood- 
worth,  1914 — 1926,  was  at  one  time  president  of  Tougaloo  Col- 
lege. The  Reverend  Donald  C.  Babcock,  1914 — 1917,  is  now 
Professor  of  History  at  the  University  of  New  Hampshire. 

The  mission  field  also  sent  its  quota  of  ministers  to  Som- 
ersworth. The  Reverend  James  H.  Potter  came  here  from  six 
years  in  India  and  the  Reverend  J.  T.  Cullum  Blackmore 
brough  us  the  experience  of  over  twenty  years  in  the  missions 
of  Africa.  Mr.  Potter  is  now  in  Massachusetts  and  Mr.  Black- 
more  has  a  church  in  England. 

The  Hyde  family  was  well  known  in  Somersworth.  Near 
the  close  of  his  ministry,  the  Reverend  Henry  Hyde  came  to 
this  city  and  from  1894 — 1905  he  ministered  to  the  people  of  the 
Congregational  Church.  Three  years  after  his  retirement  he 
brought  his  family  back  to  Somersworth  and  bought  the  house 
now  located  at  45  Prospect  Street.  This  year,  through  the  gen- 
erosity of  his  daughter,  the  late  Miss  Maude  Hyde,  that  house 
became  the  propei'ty  of  the  First  Parish  Church. 

It  is  interesting  to  reflect  that  as  the  church  has  changed, 
so  has  the  community  of  Somersworth.  Where  once  there  was 
only  pasture  land  there  now  stands  a  friendly  and  growing  city. 
All  of  the  churches  of  Somersworth  might  justly  claim  that 
much  of  the  fino  spirit  of  the  city  has  sprung  from  their  noble 
teachings. 
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FIRST  PARISH  CHURCH 
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United  Baptist  Church 


The  United  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in  1833,  under 
the  name  First  Evangelical  Baptist  Church,  in  Somersworth 
with  forty-eight  members.  The  church  building  was  erected  in 
1837,  the  general  plan  having  been  maintained  although  the 
cupola  was  removed  in  1857.  In  the  early  days  the  approach 
was  by  a  long  flight  of  stairs  leading  directly  to  the  street,  the 
memorial  windows  now  replacing  the  means  of  entrance.  The 
interior  bears  IHtle  resemblance  to  the  original.  In  1866  it  be- 
came necessary  to  build  the  galleries  to  accommodate  the  in- 
creased congregation.  The  organ  was  installed  in  1854  and  re- 
placed by  the  present  instrument  in  1938,  the  old  colonial  front 
being  retained  in  keeping  with  the  architecture  of  the  church. 
Modem  heating  and  lij^hting  have  taken  the  place  of  wood-burn- 
ing stoves  and  coal-oil  lamps.  In  1947  electronic  bells  placed  in 
the  tower  began  carrying  the  message  of  the  church  to  the  com- 
munity. The  piirsonage  built  in  1874  still  retains  its  original 
appearance  although  a  few  changes  have  been  made  by  remov- 
ing the  tower  snd  converting  the  basement  into  a  garage.  It 
was  in  1917  when  the  First  Baptist  church  and  the  Free  Baptist" 
Church  were  joined  and  the  name  was  changed  to  United  Bap- 
tist Church.  The  promise,  "Though  thy  beginning  was  small, 
yet  thy  latter  end  shall  greatly  increase,"  has  been  borne  out  by 
its  historical  development. 

LIST  OF  PASTORS: 

Rev.  Abner  Goodell  1834—1836 

Rev.  Benjamin  Brierly  1838—1839 

Benjamin   Brabrook  1840—1842 

Rev.   E.   K.   Bailey  1844—1846 

Rev.    Noah    Hooper  1848—1855 

Rev.  Caleb  Gurr  1855—1858 

Rev.  Samuel  A.  Collins  1858—1865 

Rev.  R.  G.  Seymour  1866—1868 
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UNITED  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


in 


Rev.  M.  Angelo  Dougherty 

Rev.  W.  Henry  Kling 

Rev.  D.  H.  Stoddard 

Rev.  J.  E.  Dame 

Rev.  S.  L.  B.  Chase 

Dr.   Charles  L.  White 

Dr.  G.  B.  Merritt 

Rev.  C.  E.  Schaible 

Rev.  R.  A.  Shei-wood 

Rev.  H.  C.  Whitcomb 

Rev.  L.  L.  Holmes 

Rev.  E.  E.  Scates 

Rev.  A.  J.  June 

Rev.  E.  F.  West 

Rev.  Richard  P.  Sweetser 


1869—1870 
1871—1872 
1874—1883 
1883—1887 
1887— 18&9 
1890—1894 
1895—1904 
1904—1905 
1906—1909 
1910—1912 
1912—1913 
1913—1919 
1919—1927 
1927—1943 
1943 


78 


HOLY   TRINITY   CHURCH 
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Holy  Trinity  Church 


Holy  Trinity  Church,  the  first  Catholic  church  in  Somers- 
worth,  was  erected  in  1859.  Prior  to  that  time,  the  spiritual 
needs  of  the  Catholic  people  of  this  community  had  been  met 
by  the  intermittent  visits  of  missionary  priests  covering  the 
Northern  New  England  territory  at  the  request  of  the 
Bishop  of  Boston,  and  later  on,  after  the  establishment  of  the 
first  Catholic  parish  in  Dover,  by  the  pastors  of  that  church. 
The  pioneer  Catholics  of  Somersworth  deemed  it  no  great  hard- 
ship to  go  to  Dover  every  Sunday  to  assist  at  Holy  Mass,  and 
although  occasionally  they  enjoyed  the  luxury  of  transportation 
on  a  section  hand  car,  more  often  they  covered  the  entire  dis- 
tance on  foot. 

In  1856,  the  Rev.  Michael  Lucey  was  appointed  the  first 
resident  pastor  of  Great  Falls,  and  for  a  time  lived  in  the 
home  of  James  Curtin  on  Union  Street,  where  he  also  celebrat- 
ed Mass.  Eventually  he  procured  the  use  of  Central  Hall, 
where  services  were  held  regularly  until  the  completion  of  the 
present  Holy  Trinity  Church  in  1859.  The  edifice  is  a  lasting 
monument  of  the  zeal  and  good  taste  of  Father  Lucey  and  the 
generous  sacrifices  of  his  handful  of  parishioners.  We  marvel 
today  at  their  courage  in  erecting  this  substantial  brick  build- 
ing which  has  so  well  withstood  the  test  of  these  many  years. 

Father  Lucey  was  succeeded  as  pastor  in  1865  by  Rev. 
Patrick  Canavan,  who  acquired  the  present  rectory,  and  pur- 
chased the  land  for  St.  Patrick's  Cemetery  in  Rollinsford. 
Subsequent  pastors  have  been  Rev.  Clement  Mutsaers  (1876- 
82,)  Rev.  John  J.  Duddy  (1882-1905,)  Rev.  John  J.  Bradley 
(1905-1909,)  Rev.  James  H.  Brennan  (1909-1925)  during  whose 
pastorate  the  church  was  enlarged  and  completely  renovated, 
Rev.  Francis  J.  Howat  (1925-1933,)  and  Rev.  James  F.  Happny, 
who  assumed   charge   in  September  1933. 

The  people  of  Holy  Trinity  are  justly  proud  of  their 
church,  whose  somewhat  austere  but  very  correctly-lined  ex- 
terior gives  no  indication  of  the  beauty  within  its  walls.  The 
marble  altars,  pews,  windows  and  arches,  all  in  the  Gothic 
tradition,  combine  to  make  it  a  triumph  of  ecclesiastical   archi- 
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lecture.  The  most  recent  effort  of  the  parishioners  to  make 
it  all  that  the  House  of  God  should  be,  was  the  installation  of 
a  new  pipe-organ  in   1948. 

The  parish  was  completed  with  the  erection  in  1923  of 
Holy  Trinity  School.  Of  brick  construction,  with  sandstone  trim 
■the  building  contains  four  ample  classrooms,  each  accommo- 
dating forty  children,  and  a  hall  for  social  activities  with  a 
seating  capacity  of  two  hundred.  Efficiently  staffed  by  the 
Sisters  of  Mercy,  the  school  offers  excellent  training  in  all  the 
elementary  branches  from  grade  one  to  eight  inclusive.  The 
erection  and  support  of  Holy  Trinity  School  are  just  another 
tribute  to  the  solid  faith  and  generosity  of  the  good  people  of 
the  relatively  small  Holy  Trinity  parish. 
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St.  Martin's  Church 


For  over  three  score  years,  Saint  Martin  Parish  has  been 
organized  to  group  in  one  large  religious  family  the  French- 
speaking  people   of  Somersworth. 

ORIGIN: 

How  can  one  explain  that  at  the  middle  part  of  the  past 
century,  people  from  far  away  Quebec  should  migrate  towards 
the  seemingly  isolated  but  peaceful  and  pleasant  place  that  was 
"Great  Falls"  —  called  Summersworth  when  once  seen  in  its 
beautiful  season  —  and  finally  known  as  Somersworth.  No  less- 
er attraction  than  that  of  the  widely  known  "Great  Falls"  mills 
could  justify  this  persistent  immigration  that  was  to  culmin- 
ate in  the  present  prominent  group  of  Franco-Americans 
that  is  Saint  Martin  Parish. 

1856  saw  our  first  French-Canadian  people  in  Great  Falls. 
Holy  Trinity,  the  Catholic  Irish  Parish,  already  in  existence, 
received  these  new  comers.  With  the  Civil  War,  the  Great 
Falls  Company  launched  an  urgent  appeal  for  more  man- 
power. In  1866,  new  French  families  arrived,  followed  by  a 
gradual  persistent  increase. 

Considering  their  ever  increasing  number,  these  French 
speaking  people  thought  it  of  eminent  importance  to  have 
their  own  Church  edifice  with  their  own  French-speaking 
Priest.  Action  was  therefore  taken  to  this  effect.  On  October 
8,  1882,  His  Excellency,  James-Augustin  Healy,  Bishop  of 
Portland,  gladly  and  promptly  appointed  Reverend  Cleophas 
Demers  as  first  Pastor  of  the  French  population  of  Somers- 
worth. He  worked  among  his  people  till  1906.  Four  other 
Pastors  have  followed  in  his  footsteps:  Reverend  Onesime 
Desrosiers,  1907-1926;  Reverend  Hormisdas  Tetreau,  1927- 
1938;  Reverend  Arthur- Albert  Sylvestre,  1938-1947;  and  Rev- 
erend Hector  A.  Benoit,  D.  D.,  the  actual  Pastor. 

THE  PARISH  CHURCH: 

Reverend  Demers,*  the  young  Priest  of  36  years  old, 
though  of  rather  frail  health  after  his  hard  years  in  the  mis- 
sions, brought  a   heart    over-flowing   with    zeal    and   kindness.  . 
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With  the  full  cooperation  of  his  fold,  he  set  out  at  once  to 
find  a  favorable  site  for  the  new  parish.  The  ideal  place  was 
found  not  far  from  the  mills,  on  a  slight  elevation,  at  the 
corner  of  Green  and  Franklin  streets.  There,  was  erected  the 
church  —  wooden  building  of  Gothic  architecture  —  the  just 
pride  of  these  ardent  and   sincere  pioneers. 

As  the  years  went  by,  the  church  was  adorned  with 
frescoes  and  stained-glass  windows;  a  lighting  system  was 
installed;  and,  finally,  its  outer  walls  were  covered  with  brick. 
In  1916,  a  new  organ  enhanced  the  already  beautiful  religious 
ceremonies.  The  climax  was  reached  in  1929  with  the  solemn 
blessing  of  the  bells.  At  last,  Saint  Martin's  belfry  would 
murmur  to  God  its  Hymns  of  love  as  the  chimes  I'ang  out 
their  rich  and    pious  harmonies. 

SAINT   MARTIN  ACADEMY: 

Along  with  the  organization  of  the  parish.  Reverend 
Demers  opened  in  the  village  hall  bilingual  classes  taught 
by  lay  teachers.  When  the  church  building  was  completed, 
four  classrooms  were  equipped  in  the  basement.  Two  hun- 
dred fifty  pupils  attended.  It  was  only  in  1902  that  the 
Sisters  of  Holy  Cross,  whose  Mother-house  is  in  St.  Laurent, 
Quebec,  took  over  the  teaching  with  an  enrollment  of  477 
pupils.  In  1903,  the  building  of  the  Academy  was  started. 
Later,  six  class-rooms  were  added  to  house  the  700  pupils 
then  enrolled.  In  1934,  a  two-year  Commercial  Course  was 
opened. 

Our  first  graduating  class  from  the  Academy  was  in 
1905.  Thousands  of  pupils  have  passed  through  the  school  — • 
eager  to  receive  and  be  enlightened.  Guided  through  the  years, 
they  now  give  tangible  proofs  of  their  loyalty  to  their  Alma 
Mater  as  year  after  year  they  return  in  magnificent  numbers 
for  the  yearly  Alumni  Meeting. 

ACTIVITIES: 

In  the  course  of  all  these  years.  Saint  Martin  Parish  has 
benefited  of  a  great  number  of  activities  —  social  as  well  as 
religious.  It  is  these  many  associations  and  organizations  that 
give  the  vital  support  needed  to  strengthen  and  make  secure 
the  link  that  joins  the  members  in  its  true  religious  family 
spirit. 
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Greek  Orthodox  Church 


"The   Assumption   of  the   Virgin  Mary" 

From  about  1905  a  steady  influx  of  Greek  immigrants 
settled  in  Somersworth  until  their  number  had  risen  to  about 
800  in  1910  which  prompted  these  parishioners  to  organize 
and  establish  the  first  Greek  Orthodox  Church  in  this  City  to 
meet  the  religious  requirements  and  belief  of  this  growing 
population. 

The  first  Church,  located  on  Washington  Street,  was  to- 
tally destroyed  by  fire  during  Holy  Week  in  1919  which  forced 
the  parishioners  to  celebrate  Easter  Mass  in  one  of  the 
churches  on  High  Street  with  Rev.  Savas  losophithes  officiat- 
itig. 

In  the  following  year,  January  2,  1920,  the  parishioners 
purchased  the  "Green  Street  Free  Will  Baptist  Church"  from 
the  "United  Baptist  Church"  and  named  it  the  Greek  Orthodox 
Church  "The  Assumption  of  the  Virgin  Mary."  From  this 
Church  religious  services  of  this  Parish  have  been  held  ever 
since.  Within  a  period  of  twelve  years,  from  1920  to  Feb. 
1932,  seven  Priests  have  served  the  people. 

Rev.  Savas   losophithes 

Rev.  Yenathios  Sakelarion 

Rev.  Joannis  Abraam 

Rev.  Athanasios   Tsamis 

Rev.  Gabriel   Tsambarlis 

Rev.  Haralambos  Economou 

Rev.  Dimitrios  Kalpakis 

In  February  of  1932,  the  present  Priest,  Rev.  Stilianos 
Glikas  was  assigned  to  this  Church.  At  present  Rev.  Glikas  is 
seriously  ill,  an  illness  that  may  force  him  into  retirement, 
a  repose  which  will  be  doubly  costly  —  to  him,  because  of  his 
great  love  for  the  Greek  people  of  Somersworth  and  for  the 
people  because  Rev.  Glikas  has  been  in  this  parish  for  17 
years,  more  years  than  any  other  px-iest  has  served  —  his 
flock  will  miss   him  tremendously. 
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Departmental  Expenditures 


Land 

Mowing  &  Clearing 

Miscellaneous 

ATE 

City 
ition 

[LETIC  FIELD 

$ 

2,150.00 

225.00 

4.01 

Total 
Outstanding  check 

2,379.01  $ 
180.00 

2,379.01 

City  Treasurer 
Transferred   to 

Treasury 

2,199.01 
2,199.01 

120.99 

By  Appropria 

2,500.00 
2,500.00 

BLUE   CROSS   &  BLUE   SHIELD 

Salaries  $        346.55 

Police  154.30 

Water  Works  112.20 

Highway  111.45 

Library  23.40 

Schools  769.25 


Total 

1,517.15 

City  Treasurer 

1,517.15 

CEMETERY 

Superintendent 

$        690.00 

Labor 

3,403.50 

Total  Gross    Salaries 

4,093.50 

Withholding    Tax 

291.00 

Net  Amount  —  Salaries  &  Labor 

$ 

3,802.50 

Supplies 

701.39 

Repairs 

313.54 

Gas  &  Oil 

13.50 

Plants  &  Shrubs 

213.04 
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Equipment 
Truck    Repairs 
Miscellaneous 

Total 

City  Treasurer 

Transferred  from   City    Treasury 


Cemetery  Trust  Fund  Income 
Cemetery  Income 
By   Appropriation 


265.00 
16.61 
11.25  $  5,335.83 


5,335.83 
5,335.83 


$     1,723.97 

$     7,059.80 
1,037.40 
1,022.40 
5,000.00       7,059.80 


CHANDLER  BUILDING 
Repairs  $ 

Lights  &  Water 
Fuel 
Insurance 

Total 
City  Treasurer 

^y   Receipts 

'Transferred    from     City    Treasury 


61.24 

26.40 
396.48 
181.61 


-$        665.73 


665.73 
665.73 


540.00 
125.73 


$        665.73 


CUY  HALL 


Repairs 
Water 

Total 

Outstanding   Check 


City  Treasurer 

By   Receipts 

Transferred    to   City   Treasury 


13.47 
22.33 


35.80 
5.20 


30.60 
30.60 


3,120.00 
3,089.40 


30.00 


30.60 
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DISTRICT  NURSING  SERVICE 
■State  Treasurer  of  New  Hampshire  $     1,000.00 

City    Treasurer  1,000.00 

By   Appropriation  1,000.00 

COUNTY  TAX 


Treasurer,   Strafford   County 

$  22,596.79 

City  Treasurer 

22,596.79 

By  Appropriation 

FIRE 

22,596.79 

Firemen's  Semi-Annual 

Pay 

$     3,765.00 

Assistant    driver 

339.60 

Labor 

135.67 

Gas  &  Telephones 

291.57 

Supplies 

552.24 

Gas  &  Oil 

69.41 

Repairs  —  Fire    Alarm 

465.63 

Truck  Maintenance    & 

Repairs 

813.94 

Repairs 

110.70 

Lights  &  Fuel 

756.74 

Miscellaneous 

196.17 

Insurance 

464.14 

Maintenance  —  Fire  Alarm 

200.00 

Water 

28.80 

(fi     Q  ion  f'l 

tp        Oj  J-0»y  .vj  i 

Total 

8,189.61 

Outstanding    Checks 

301.55 

7,888.06 

City  Treasurer 

7,888.06 

By  Appropriation 

8,000.00 

Transfered   from    City 

Treasury 

189.61 

tp        OjiO«7«vJ. 

HEALTH 

Supplies 

$            3.53 

City  Treasurer 

3.53 

Transferred    from   City    Treasury 

3.53 
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HIGHWAY 

Labor  (Gross) 

$  22,350.80 

Withholding  Tax 

$ 

1,129.30 

Blue  Cross  &  Shield 

112.65 

1,241.95 

Labor  (Net) 

21,108.85 

Fuel 

605.81 

Truck  Maintenance 

1,818.26 

Supplies 

1,849.55 

Gas  &  Oil 

2,562.85 

Miscellaneous 

481.17 

Lights   &  Telephones 

233.61 

Insurance 

376.53 

Repairs 

1,533.47 

Water 

24.60 

tp    OV/jtlC'l.  1  \j 

Total 

$ 

30,594.70 

Outstanding  Checks 

363.13 

30,231.57 

City  Treasurer 

30,231.57 

By    Appropriation  $  32,700.00 

By  receipts  212.70 

Sale  of  Ford  Truck  400.00 


Total  33,312.70 

Transferred  to  City  Treasury         2,718.00  $  30,594.70 

HIGHWAY  SPECIAL  CONSTRUCTION 

Sidewalks  &    Roads  $     1,562.93 

City  Treasurer  1,562.93 

By  Appropriation  $     1,500.00 

Transferred  from   City  Treasury         62.93       1,562.93 

HIGHWAY  SPECIAL  EQUIPMENT 
Dodge  Truck  $     3,630.40 

City  Treasurer  3,630.40 

By   Special  Appropriation  3,630.40 
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HOOK  &  LADDER  TRUCK  REPAIRS 
Repairs  187.52 

City   Treasurer  187.52 

By    Appropriation  $        800.00 

Transferred  to  City  Treasury  612.48  187.52 


HYDRANTS 

Fire  Hydrant  Service 

$ 

4,000.00 

City  Treasurer 

4,000.00 

By  Appropriation 

INTEREST 

4,000.00 

Anticipation    of    Tax  Notes 

$ 

1,548.39 

Athletic  Field   Note 

96.67  $ 

1,645.06 

Total 

1,645.06 

City  Treasurer 

1,645.06 

By   Appropriation 

1,513.95 

Transferred  from   City 

Treasury 
LIBRARY 

131.11 

1,645.06 

Salaries   (Gross) 

$ 

2,101.25 

Withholding  Tax 

117.25 

Blue   Cross   &   Shield 

3.70 

140.95 

Salaries   (Net) 

1,960.35 

Lights 

71.04 

Books 

835.63 

Telephone 

62.50 

Printing 

8.25 

Supplies 

99.67 

Binding 

89.21 

Repairs 

7.50 

3,134.15 

•p 

Total 

3,134.15 

Outstanding  Checks 

179.07 

2,955.08 
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City  Treasurer  2,955.08 


By  Appropriation                           $  3,170.00 

Transferred  to   City  Treasury  35.85                           3,134,15 

MACADAM 

Trimount    Bituminous   Co.  $     2,606.48 

City  Treasurer  2,606.48 

By   Appropriation                      $  3,000.00 

Transferred  to   City    Treasury  393.52       2,606.48 


MEMORIAL 

DAY 

American   Legion  Post  No.  69 

$ 

450.00 

V.  F.  W.  Post  No.  4485 

150.00 

Total 

600.00 

City   Treasurer 

600.00 

By  Appropriation 

600.00 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Office  Expenses: 

City  Clerk 

% 

387.44 

Tax  Collector 

250.83 

Assessors 

258.92 

Supervisors 

.96 

Reporting  Vitals 

199.25 

Dog  Licenses 

46.20 

Automobile  Registrations 

946.00 

Drawing  Jurors 

11.00 

Bonds 

280.00 

Elections 

447.01 

Water  —  Pleasant  Property 

38.85 

Directories 

53.00 

Departmental  Expenditures 

38.85 

Gross  Total 

2,958.31 

Withholding   Tax 

213.30 

Net  Total  2,745.01  $    2,745.01_ 
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Outstanding  Checks  22.01 


2,723.00 

City  Treasurer 

2,723.00 

By  Appropriation                         $       2,000.00 

Transferred  from  City  Treasury        745.01 

MUNICIPAL  BUILDING 

r 

Telephones  &  Lights                                        $ 

506.86 

Supplies 

182.62 

Miscellaneous 

50.61 

Repairs 

140.59 

Water 

13.00 

Fuel 

525.53 

Total 

1,419.21 

City  Treasurer 

1,419.21 

By  Appropriation                          $     1,000.00 

Transferred  from  City  Treasury       419.21 

1,419.21 

NOBLE  PINES 

Salaries    (Gross)                            $     1,745.00 

Withholding    Tax                               105.60 

Salaries   (Net)                                                   $ 

1,639.40 

Lights 

65.02 

Supplies 

563.57 

Seeds   &  Fertilizer 

109.20 

Miscellaneous 

45.83 

Repairs 

169.57 

Total 

2,592.59 

Outstanding  Checks 

8.60 

2,583.99 

City  Treasurer 

2,583.99 

2,745.01 


$    2,592.59 


By  Appropriation  $     2,500.00 

Transferred  from  City  Treasury         92.59  2,592.59 
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NOTES  PAYABLE 
Anticipation  of  Tax  Notes  $174,500.00 

Highway  Equipment  Note  15,000.00 


Total 

189,500.00  $189,500.00 

City  Treasurer 

189,500.00 

By   Appropriation 

15,000.00 

Tax    Revenue 

174,500.00 
POLICE 

189,500.00 

Salaries  (Gross) 

$  23,080.05 

Retirement 

192.00 

Withholding   Tax 

1,227.40 

Blue  Cross  &   Shield 

161.20 

1,580.60 

Salaries  (Net) 

21,499.45 

N.  H.  Police  Retirement 

Board 

(City's  Share) 

96.00 

Telephones 

985.52 

Xiights 

127.52 

.Supplies 

201.88 

Auto  Hire 

143.70 

Miscellaneous 

13.50 

Total 

23,067.57 

Additional   Retirement 

184.00 

<C  OQ  OKI    KT 

1 

tp    Latfm^tJ  X»»J  1 

23,251.57 

Outstanding  checks 

49.44 

23,202.13 

City  Treasurer 

$  22,800.00 

23,202.13 

By  Appropriation 

Telephone  Refunds 

95.29 

Miscellaneous  Licenses 

22.00 

22,917.29 
Transferred  from  City  Treasury       334.28 
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$  23,251.57 


PRINTING 

City  Reports 

$ 

1,237.22 

Tax  Collector 

201.47 

Supervisors 

1,167.82 

City  Clerk 

17.99 

Noble  Pines 

4.25 

Fire 

40.50 

Total 

2,669.25$    2,669.25 

City   Treasurer 

2,669.25 

By  Appropriation 

$ 

2,500.00 

Transferred    from 

City 

Treasui 

•y     169.25 

2,669.25 

ROAD  ROLLER 

Clyde  Everett  Equipment  Co.  $     2,067.00 

City  Treasurer  2,067.00 

By    Appropriation  2,067.00 

REPAIRS  TO  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS 

Ward  4  Building  $          13.05 

Fire   Station  549.46 

City   Hall  54.50 

Chandler  Building  37.65 


Total  1,108.50 

City   Treasurer  1,108.50 

By  Appropriation                            $  1,000.00 

Transferred  from  City  Treasury  108.50       1,108.50 


SALARIES 

Municipal   Building  —  Salaries  (Gross)        $  17,166.27 
Withholding  Tax  $     1,091.90 

Blue  Cross  &  Shield  311.35       1,403.25 


Municipal  Building  Salaries  (Net) 

15,763.02 

Quarterly  Salaries 

6,025.00 

Auditors 

225.00 

Salaries  —  Election 

1,897.00 

Total  23,910.02  $  23,910.02 
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Outstanding  Checks 


Citv    Treasurer 


1,007.97 

22,902.05 
22,902.05 


By  Appropriation  $  20,805.00 

Transferred  from  City  Treasury     3,105.02 


23,910.02 


SCHOOLS 
SALARIES: 


Teachers 

$ 

56,135.50 

Janitors 

5,464.96 

Nurse,  Clerks,  Truant  &  District  Officers 

3,415.08 

Teachers'  Retirement 

485.88 

School   Lunch  Help 

1,309.25 

Special  Listructions 

- 

289.00 

Gross  Total 

67,099.67 

Withholding  Tax                       $ 

5,730.50 

Blue   Cross   &   Shield 

771.95 

Retirement 

1,686.20 

8,188.65 

Salaries  (Net) 

58,911.02 

Transportation 

6,593.00 

Gas,  Lights  &  Water 

1,257.03 

Administration 

1,563.72 

New  Equipment 

4,401.51 

Supplies 

2,918.66 

Repairs 

907.84 

Books 

1,810.77 

Special  Activities 

421.79 

Expense  of  Instruction 

571.41 

Fuel 

4,093.81 

Insurance 

1,227.77 

School  Lunch 

2,064.73 

Teachers'    Retirement    Fund 

1,692.60 

City's  Share-Teachers'  Ret.  Fund 

2,275.00 

Superintendent's  Excess  Salary 

1,459.62 

Superintendent's  Retirement 

78.11 
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Census 

199.40 

Per  Capita  Tax 

1,036.00 

Miscellaneous 

437.73 

Total 

$  93,921.52  $  93,921.52 

Outstanding  Checks 

223.15 

93,698.37 

City  Treasurer 

93,698.37 

By  Appropriation 

$ 

90,000.00 

Receipts  —  School     Lundh 

& 

Refunds 

4,086.39 

Sale  of   Typewriters 

75.00 

Dog  Licenses 

364.67 

$ 

94,526.06 

Transferred   to   City  Treas 

lury 

604.54                     $  93,921.52 

SPECIAL  APPROPRIATIONS 

50th  Ann.  Comm.  U.  S.  W.  V.                       $.        100.00 

Parks  196.41 

Shade  Trees  525.00 

Pump  *                                                734.53 


Total  $     1,555.94 

City  Treasurer  1,555.94 

BY  APPROPRIATION: 


50th  Ann.  C( 

3mm.  U. 

S. 

W. 

V.  $ 

100.00 

Parks 

300.00 

Trees 

500.00 

Pump 

- 

734.53 

Total 

1,634.53 

Transferred 

to 

City 

Treasi 

ary 

78.59 

1,555.94 


97 


SPECIAL  POLL  TAXES 

F.  Gordon  Kimball,  State  Treasurer  $  59.11 

City  Treasurer  59.11 

Special  Assessment  59.11 


STREET  LIGHTS 

Public  Service  Co.  of  N.  H.                            $ 

10,820.82 

City  Treasurer 

10,820.82 

By  Appropriation                          $  10,834.00 

Transferred  to  City  Treasury              13.18 

10,820.82 

TANK  TRUCK 

Truck                                                                    $ 

2,427.22 

Truck  Maintenance 

17.50 

Truck  Lettering 

35.00 

Total 

2,479.72 

City   Treasurer 

2,479.72 

By  Appropriation                          $     2,500.00 

Transferred  to  City  Treasury              20.28 

2,479.72 

TAX  SALES 

Joseph  F.  McKeon,  Tax  Collector                 $ 

576.40 

City  Treasurer 

576.40 

T.  R.  A. 

New    Hampshire   State   Treasurer               $ 

513.79 

City  Treasurer 

513.79 

By  Appropriation 

513.79 

WATER  &  SEWERAGE  EXTENSION 

Engineering  $  2,856.95 

Materials  &  Labor  51,892.62 

Supplies  4,942.07 

Bonds  282.07 

Treasurer,  State  of  New  Hampshire  475.03 
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Miscellaneous  174.46 


Total  $  60,623.20 

City  Treasurer  $  60,623.20 

Bond  issue  $  60,000.00 

Accrued  Interest  157.50 


Transferred  from  City  Treasury       465.70     60,623.20 
WATER  WORKS 


Salaries : 

Superintendent's  Salary 

$ 

2,390.00 

Labor 

6,062.18 

Commissioners'    Salaries 

650.00 

Total  Salaries    (Gross) 

$ 

9,102.18 

Withholding  Tax 

$ 

85.10 

Blue  Cross  &  Shield 

113.90 

199.00 

Salaries  (Net) 

8,903.18 

Gas  &  Oil 

• 

136.33 

Supplies 

4,823.71 

Truck   Maintenance 

256.94 

Lights,  Power  &  Telephones 

3,252.49 

Repairs 

200.61 

Bond 

3,000.00 

Interest  on  Bond 

120.00 

Car  Rental 

100.00 

Painting  Hydrants 

183.75 

Departmental  Expenses 

50.00 

New  Equipment  —  Dodge  Truck 

1,341.00 

Fuel 

220.83 

Insurance 

188.75 

Miscellaneous 

- 

335.53 

Total 

23,113.12  $23,113.12 

Outstanding   Checks 

- 

89.78 

23,023.34 

City  Treasurer 

$  23,023.34 
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By  Receipts 

$ 

35,327.00 

Transferred  to  City 

Treasury 
WELFARI 

12,213.88 

$  23,113.12 

i:  &  RELIEF 

Old  Age  Assistance 

$ 

6,365.43 

Board  &   Care 

1,135.80 

Food 

318.96 

Fuel 

37.70 

Clothing 

48.02 

Medical 

187.30 

Office  Expenses 

263.80 

8,357.01 

SOLDIERS'  AID: 

Food 

$ 

157.39 

Board  &  Care 

117.39 

Medical 

5.00 

Fuel 

7.70 

Rent 

36.00 

323.09 

Total 

8,680.10 

City   Treasurer 

8,680.10 

By  Appropriation 

3 

9,300.00 

Transferred    to    Cit 

y    Treasui 
WITHHOl 

y 

619.90 

8,680.10 

LD 

iING  TAX 

Collector  of  Internal  Revenue 

$ 

10,519.20 

City  Treasurer 

10,519.20 

WORKMEN'S  COMPENSATION 
William  G.  Ball,  Insurance  $     1,421.25 

City  Treasurer  1,421.25 
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Elected  Officials 


MAYOR 

Romeo   St.    Laurent 

COUNCILMEN 

Ward  1 

Oscar  Lemay 

Ward  2 

Simeon    Rainvills 

Louis  Chasse 

Ward  3 

Norman  Fournicr 

Fred   J.  Lauzon 

Ward  4 

Joseph  F.  McKeon 

Joseph  Aubert 

Ward  5 

Joseph  H.   Bolduc 

Leon   J.  Littlefield 

SCHOOL    BOARD 

Alfred   Perusse 

Ward  1 

William   G.  Ball 

Ward  2 

Angeline   Bickford 

Ward  3 

Russell   J.   Fontaine 

Ward  4 

Leo  Cater 

Ward  5 

SELECTMEN 
WARD  1 

Anna  Bernier 

Thomas   Lazarra 

Omer  Nadeau 
WARD  2 

Flora   Lemay 

Thomas  C.  Joyal 


Peter  Chasse 


Onesime  Blouin 


Alfred  Grondin 


Margaret  C.   O'Connell 
Raymond  J.  Pouliot 
WARD  3 

George  J.   Lauzon 
WARD  4 

William  Perron 
WARD  5 

Alfx-ed  J.  Lamb 
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Louis   Therrien 


Ovide  Nadeau 


Theodore  Grondin 


Proposed  High  School  Building 


The  representative  group  of  citizens  forming  the  Special 
School  Building  Committee  has  completed  its  study  of  con- 
ditions relative  to  the  adequateness  of  present  facilities  of 
our  schools  in  order  to  properly  equip  our  youth  for  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  citizenship  on  a  comparative  basis  with 
other  communities  and  the  need  of  an  auditorium-gymnasium 
to  improve  the  civic  spirit  and  community  life  of  our  people. 
A  thorough  study  of  known  factors  such  as  the  increased  birth 
rate,  the  improved  industrial  conditions,  and  the  approximate- 
ly 160  new  homes  already  built,  all  of  which  point  to  the 
growth  of  our  City  as  well  as  the  number  one  problem  of  the 
out-dated  Burleigh  School  and  the  need  of  a  meeting  place 
for  school  and  civic  activities  were  taken  into  consideration  by 
the  Committee,  however,  the  Committee  will  gladly  consider 
any  suggestions  from  the  people  that  might  improve  the 
present  plans  or  bring  to  their  attention  some  features  they 
might  have  overlooked  —  for  this  purpose  the  plans  will  be  kept 
in  the  Mayor's  office  where  they  can  be  scrutinized  at  your 
convenience.  Possible  future  needs  has  been  greatly  stressed 
in  all  planning  discussions  for  the  committee  realizes  that 
should  this  school  be  built  it  could  well  be  for  fifty  or  a  hun- 
dred years  —  the  location  and  its  relation  to  transportation, 
its  nearness  to  the  populated  area,  enough  land  for  parking 
areas,  play  areas,  athletic  fields  and  roads  leading  in  and 
out  of  these  areas  were  all  considered.  The  building  is  planned 
to  accommodate  300  children  as  compared  to  200  in  the  pres- 
ent High  Schools  with  both  ends  of  the  building  so  construct- 
ed as  to  enable  the  addition  of  one  or  more  wings  should  the 
need  arise  in  years  to  come  and  the  gymnasium  to  seat  1200  at 
a  basketball  game,  1800  if  the  floor  was  used  for  seating  along 
with  a  very  large  stage.  These  plans  have  been  approved  by 
the  State  Board  of  Education  and  mailed  to  the  Government 
to  meet  the  requirements  agreed  to  when  planning  money  was 
accepted  from  the  government.  There  is  a  strong  possibility 
that  federal  money  will  be  available  on  a  matching  basis  for 
the  construction  of  school  buildings  throughout  the  Country, 
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The  School  Building  Committee  is  composed  of  H.  V. 
Sheahan,  E.  L.  Whitten,  S.  Rainville,  H.  O.  Jackson,  A.  J. 
Boucher,  J.  F.  Beamis,  J.  F.  McKeon,  J.  F.  Malley,  L.  0. 
Perreault,  R.  J.  Fontaine,  Supt.  Osgood  and  R.  St.  Laurent. 


Report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Schools 


April  11,   1949. 
To   the  Honorable  Mayor,  other  members  of  the   School    Board 
and   Citizens  of   Somersworth: 

I  herewith  submit  my  second  annual  report  as  Superinten- 
dent of  Schools  in  Somersworth.  A  more  detailed  report  of 
the  organization,  activities  and  finances  will  be  published  in 
the   usual  separate    school  report. 

There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  general  organization 
of  our  schools  during  the  past  year;  we  operate  on  a  4-4-4 
basis. 

The  attendance  as  of  September  1948  in  the  elementary 
schools  was  301  as  compared  with  281  in  September  1947. 
In  the  high  school  there  was  an  enrollment  of  209  last  Sep- 
tember as  compared  to  203  for  September  1947.  Enrollment 
in  the  primary  grades  is  expected  to  increase  appreciably  in 
the  near  future. 

Somersworth  was  fortunate  in  being  required  to  secure 
only  two  teachers  who  were  new  to  their  respective  positions 
last    September. 

Our  school  nurse  and  music  supervisor  work  with  groups 
in  all  grades  from   elementary  through   high  school. 

Federally  aided  school  lunches  are  provided  for  all 
transported  children  for  grades  1-12.  About  200  complete  meals 
are  being  served  daily  at  the  Central  Cafeteria  in  the  Chand- 
ler School.  These  meals  are  "complete"  according  to  govern- 
ment standards  and  are  provided  at  a  cost  to  the  children  of 
only  75  cents  per  week. 

In    order    to  eliminate    the   need  for  continued  use  of  the 
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Burleigh  School  Building  as  soon  as  possible,  the  Building 
Committee  —  as  mentioned  in  the  last  annual  report  —  has 
worked  consistently  with  the  architect  during  the  past  year 
to  prepare  and  complete  detailed  plans  for  a  new  four  year 
high  school  building.  It  is  hoped  that  construction  will  be  pos- 
sible at  an  early  date.  Use  of  the  New  High  School  will  free 
the  present  comparatively  new  high  school  building  (con- 
structed about  1925)  for  use  of  upper  elementary  grades; 
primary  grades  will  then  be  moved  into  the  Chandler  School. 
Curriculum 

The  basis  of  all  of  our  teaching  is  Citizenship  Training. 
Character  education  and  the  fundamentals  are  necessary  parts 
of  this  training.  Our  curi-iculum  has  been  set  up  and  followed 
as  suggested  by  our  State  Department  of  Education  with  al- 
lowances made  so  that  teachers  may  vary  their  work  accord- 
ing to   their   respective  groups    of  children. 

Methods  of  instruction  are  so  designed  by  the  various 
teachers  as  to  allow  to  the  greatest  possible  extent  for  indi- 
vidual differences;  the  pupil-teacher  relationship  throughout 
the  schools  is  excellent.  An  attempt  is  made  in  the  upper  ele- 
mentary grades  to  assist  pupils  in  deciding  what  educational 
program  to  follow  after  they  complete  the  eighth  grade  work. 
Pupil  self-evaluation  and  knowledge  of  occupations  is  an 
important   phase  in  upper  elementary  grades. 

We  are  fortunate  to  have  one  of  the  most  modern  mov- 
ing picture  projectors  and  a  reasonable  budget  allowance  for 
its  use.  New  and  modern  textbooks  and  other  teaching  aids 
are  being  purchased  as  the  budget  permits  to  replace  those 
that  have  been  worn  and  outdated. 
School  Finances 

Education  is  an  investment,  not  an  expense.  In  school  ad- 
ministration, finances  appear  to  be  one  of  the  most  important 
items.  At  the  present  moment,  Financial  Aid  to  Schools  is  one 
of  the  more  important  items  under  consideration  by  both  our 
State  and  Federal  Governments.  Leading  authorities  agree 
that  education  is  one  of  the  most  potent  factors  for  our 
National  Defense  and  therefore  for  the  preservation  of  our 
Democracy. 

In  Somersworth  the  costs  of  maintaining  and  improving 
our  schools  have  increased  as  have  all  other  costs.  Authorities 
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have  stated  that  per  pupil  expense  throughout  the  United 
States  should  have  increased  86  per  cent  from  1941-1947  to 
keep  pace  v^^ith  economic  changes  in  buying  schooling  for  our 
children. 

The  Somersworth  Parent-Teacher  Association  which  was 
organized  last  year  is  believed  to  be  a  helpful  organization 
through  which  parents  and  teachers  become  better  acquainted 
and  parents  have  an  opportunity  to  become  better  acquainted 
with  the  work  of  the   schools. 

High  schools  have  had  a  tendency  to  pay  special  atten- 
tion to  only  those  pupils  who  have  ability  to  work  up  to  defin- 
ite arbitrary  academic  standards  and  thereby  encourage  those 
who  may  have  ability  to  profit  by  further  education  in  other 
respects  to  leave  school. 

Our  general  school  philosophy  is  changing  to  keep  pace 
with  the  modern  trend  of  interpreting  the  progress  of  each 
child  in  terms  of  his  ability.  Through  guidance  and  counseling 
our  facilities  have  attempted  to  direct  each  pupil  into  a  pro- 
gram that  will  be  within  his  interests  and  abilities.  Each 
pupil  is  entitled  to  twelve  years  of  public  education  as  long  as 
he  can  profit  by  it. 

It  is  expected  that,  in  light  of  the  above  discussion,  more 
pupils  will  complete  their  high  school  work.  Industry  is  show- 
ing preference  in  employing  high  school  graduates  rather 
than  those  who  drop  out  before  completion  of  their  high  school 
courses. 

In  closing,  I  wish  to  express  appreciation  to  the  Mayor, 
other  members  of  the  School  Board,  the  faculty  and  all  others 
who  have  helped  to  make  our  work  effective  and  enjoyable. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Jonathan  A.    Osgood, 

Supt.    of    Schools. 
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Financial   Report   of  the   Somersworth   School  District  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1948. 


RECEIPTS:  «, 


Smith-Hughes   and   George-Deen    (Federal   Aid) 

$ 

1,453.83 

National  School  Lunch 

1,585.50 

State  Aid 

12,299.1& 

Local   Taxation 

78,471.82 

Dog  Licenses 

374.34 

Sale  of  property 

25.00 

Other  receipts  from  school  lunch  program 

35.10 

Other  receipts 

555.91 

$ 

94,800.68 

Cash  on  hand  beginning  of  year,  July  1,  1947 

6,900.00 

$ 

101,700.68 

EXPENSES: 

Salaries  of  district  officers  $        226.00 

Supt's.  excess  salary  1,111.50 
Tax  for  statewide  supervision                                           •       1,022.00 

Clerical   assistants  910.00 
Supplies  and  expenses  of  administration                    *         1,272.01 

Principals'  and  teachers'  salaries  54,342.00 

Text  books  1,316.88 

Scholars'  supplies  2,155.05 

Other  expenses  of  instruction  531.47 

Janitors'  salaries  5,400.00 

Fuel  and  heat  3,243.45 

Water,  light,  janitors'  supplies  2,249.21 

Repairs  and  replacements  895.37 

Health  supervision:    salaries  2,050.00 

Health  supervision:    supplies  &  expenses  48.02 

Transportation  6,443.00 

Other  activities:    (a)    school  lunches:    labor  807.10 
food                                              **       1,585.50 
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other  187.40 

Other  activities:   (b)   other  614.99 

Insurance  2,782.71 

State   retirement  and  other  2,206.49 

New  equipment  3,400.53 


$       94,800.68 
Total  cash  on  hand  at  end  of  year  (June  30,  1948)  6,900.00 

$     101,700.68 

*  Received  approximately  $500  as  rebate  from  other  towns  in 
Supr.  Union   (See  other  receipts) 

**  Rebated  by  the  Government  on  School  Lunch  Program 
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